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At the above time SAC Hallford called and talked tol 

Mr. Hallford stated that Mr. Frank (pieman from the__D^ 

TaSSSt had arrived at Springfiel d and he had conierrea ei^h ^ 
on occasions since his air ival there Thursday night last* Mr. Halford 
stated that the investigation was rounding out in good 

the Agents were intervieiring miners eith regard to iojie -*-• oiy^Cu &*jw*ns 
Mine "B", the latter being involved in Instant investigation* 

You eill recall Elshoff wa^he operator of Mine "B* at the time ^ 
+i>i^r^Wi£rrfiafilTrB Mine Woric 0 TS Union R5 trhe bar— 

gaining agent, resulting in the closing doen of Mine.*B« on "th® 
operator Elshoff and subsequent, of course, to the payments of ^25,000 made 
by Lewis and the DMW to Elshoff, until finally the UMW In 19lil f«lt confident 
enough to hold another election resulting in the OMR being named as bargain- 
ing agent. • 

It appears that there might have been some Irregularity abait the 
operation of Mine «A" - that la - the mine was being operat^ or attem^l^ 

to be operated througn oriving a conueci-ing vuu«ci - — — 

"B". At any rate, Mr. Hallford stated that even with this new developme^, 
things looked bright and it still a ppears that the ^ringfield Office irill 
meet the deadline* r’c>’Fr. \ 


f 




A report has been suTanitted which should reach the Bureau eonetiae 
today or Monday, September 13, which is principally concerped i^^e^c- — 
counting investigaticm conducted to da^|gjJJUJp|pj|^ ^ 


Of particular Interest was tbojtt|J 


^ 1 . ^ -t 

fV'anx L^Dxeni&Ai 




K. to SAC Hallford that prior to leaving iflgUiU^lon on 

IJ Mr. Coleman conferred with the Attorney General, appar* 

torney General left «i his Tacation on Tuesday 1 a» 1* 
the Attorney General Indicated tha t he had 
f * ' P^stdent .~^o tod ideated that the Attpggey General 

ictory; th e investigation, having de^nltel.y i n mind the_hoIdi^ of a gryb 

lury and *v antuallv prosecutiw of any I ndicted. subject* This would | 
*;™^'Te include Joto L, Lewis in the event be is indicted* 1 
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lir, Hallford ±8 forwarding « letter to the Bureau ccot alnin g la- 
fomation relative to the varioua attempts which have been oropplng iq> 
looking toward counseling the miners to refuse to give stateoieats on ad- 
vice of ccnmsel« 


at Springfield should be cleared through Washington ana nr. uoxenan 
should ^ so advised unless in the considered opinion of Mr* Hallford 
the reciuest could be said to be logical and not unrelated to the Investi- 
gatiOQ already being conducted* 

ACTIOiK: As soon as the current report la received it will be au«- 

marized and a nemorandiUB prepared br ingi ng the matter up to date f or the 
Director* The case la being followed closely so that it will be completed 
on schedule. 



Respectfully# 
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Reference is Bade to lay nemoranda to you iJated S<$)teaiber uj,, <j, 

8, 1943, and September 13, 1943, respectively, setting forth brief res^ j 
of the investigation in the captioned case to date. Tou will recall tha' 
the Bureau is conducting an extensive investigation in this ease at the re- 
quest of the Att^ney General to determine if John X. XewJ^_^d certain other 
officers of th^^nited ttine Workers of America and Carl H7\&snoff, owner of 
^^ine B. Coal Company, Springfield, Illinoi s, conspired during the years 1937 
' to 1941 in violation of The'civiT'fi^ts statutes to Injure and oppress 
Elshoff's employees in the free exercise of the ri^ts secured to them under 
the National Labor Relations Act. It is alleged that Lewis paid the sum of 
{,225,000 to Elshoff during the years 1937 to 1941 with the intent to induce 
Elshoff to impose unfair labor practices upon his employees, who were at that 
time members of the rival union, the Progressive Mine ITorkers of America. 

i.\"vs3tigkTIon anc inte!-:\t:eifs with miners 

To date the Springfield Office has submitted reports reflecting the 
interviews of approximately 270 individuals who were employees of subject Elshoff 
during the pertinent period of the investigation of this case. These individuals, 
for the iDost part, did not participate actively in tbs labor difficulties as they 
related to negotiations and union organizational work. A review of the signed 
statements taken from these 270 miners indicates that approximately 163 in- 

formation that could be considered yery favorable to the Government's case and 
all might well be considered potential witnesses in this matter. It also appears 
that all of these indivkJuis favored and still are partial to the Progressive 
Mine Workers Union, ifcwever, a large number of them necessarily Joined the United 
Mine Workers Union in order to preserve .their jobs or avoid physical violence. . 
This would indicate that these individuals were aware of the fact that there 
might have been a deprivation of their ri^ts. The 27Q.^ndlvid'Ual8 mentioned, Ox 
course, do not include the 14 
with the U1C7 at the present time. 

- It-J, 

Seventy-eight of the 270 alners interviewed gave :,pfonna|ion that 

It should be noted that a number of these individixals were i iUalcS£(P s^elkPnad 
or write English, and therefore possessed little informatioi of value to this 
investigation. Others indicated a desire to stay out of anj -emitroversy. 

'^hree of the 270 miners interviewed gave n<rTniformatlon 
not apparent from the signed statements ^ven 

(IHFOEMA.TIVE MraiORANDUM - NOT TO BE SUKT TO FILES SECTION) 


The 27!^ndividuals mentioned, 
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individuals that they were hostile to the OovemBent*s case. It aey be 
that some of these individuals purposely withheld giving inforaatlon* 

Only six of the sdners interviewed were qpenly hostile and refused 
to give any information to Agents of this Bureau or refused to give any in- 
formation that mi^t be derogatory to John L* JiSwis and the United Hine 
Workers Union. 

It is interesting to note that on September 6| 1943‘j Charlec^ohannon, 
President of the UJIW Local, Springfield, Illinois, and an attorney for the UliW 
Union, began sense activity attes^tlng to advise the miners ntt to give the 
Government any information in this case; however, at this date most of the 
siiners have been interviewed and it does not appear that this activity has 
materially affected the Investigation. 

PADST OF $225,000 TO CARL H. ELSHDFF BT lEHIS 

The principal subjects in this ease have not been interviewed by 
Agents of t.^ds Bureau to date, and It is not contemplated that this win be 
done u ntil a specific request for such action is received from the Department. 








An accounting report submitted by the Springfield Office Indicates 
that during the period the mine was closed, the actual mining and maintenance 
costs amounted to $115, 556 *34, exclusive of sala ries and be nefits to Carl H. 
rdshfiff an/L fftriiiv In the amount of $34,824.25. 



vestigation to date has shown that there was no 
the time it was not In operation. 
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AllSGED PUCaiENT OF U SPIES IN THE PROGRESSIVE ItlKE WORKERS UNION BT 
SUBJECT LEWIS 

Prior to the strike which closed Nine B on May 12, 1937, Mine B 
was a closed shop mine under Progressive Mine Workers contract* Investigation 
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‘ T . :v; !; 


M 


‘■r'- y 


to date has definitely proren that 12 individuals were senbers of the 
Union and at the same tine held ■eabership in the Progz^ssive Mine Borker 
Union prior to Itay 11, 1937. On this date 5 of these individuals vere ex> 
pelled from the Progressive Mine Vorkers Union hy its members* Investigation 
shovs that SUshoff refused to acquiese to the Progressive Mine Vorkers* 
demands md fire these five individuals idiich broug^it on the general strike. 

The investigation shows that Elshoff thereafter refused to negotiate or sign 
a contract with the Progressive Mine Vorkers Union and apparently did all in 
his power to favor the United l^ne Vorkers Union, In August, 1937, he signed 
a collective bargaining agency contract with the UMW although they apparently 
had only about a score of nembers at that time. Slshoff then attenpted to re- 
open Yine B, using only UYW members, apparently believing that the Progressives 
would change membership, which they failed to do, however. 


The National Labor Relations Board ordered an election held on 
December 15, 1937, which was won by the Progressive Mine Workers Union by a 
vote of 404 to 25. The NIRB certified the Progressive Mine Workers tftiion as 
the bargaining agent on January 4, 1933, and Elshoff thereafter shut down 
the mine conpletely. Elshoff reopened Mine B cm Novenber 6, 1939, as an 
open shop, at vdiich time he permitted the UMff to organize on company property 
although the Mine Superintendent refused the same privilege to the Progressive 
Mine Vorkers Union. Under these circumstances the UMV finally gained a ma;)ority 
and won an election held by the NXRB in Februazy, 1941, by a vote of 259 to 108. 


MI:E a TRANSACTION 


In the fall of 1941, the UUV Union advanced $60,000 to Elehoff, with 
which he purchased Mine A, which Is adjacent to and connected with Mine B. 

Mine A at that time was organised by the Pirogressive Mine Workers Union and 
was so recognized by the NIRB* Elshoff and the United Mine Workers, throu^ 
certain maneuvers, succeeded in getting the miners at Mine A to dissolve the 
Progressive Union and affiliate with the DMV. Many of these individuals, t^on 
interview, stated that they changed their membership to the UMV, believing 
that they had to do so in order to protect their jobs. In this connection, 
it is interesting to note that Mr. lilliam Hi^^Byan, owner of Mine A, stated 
upon Interview that early in 1937 subject R^y^i^^^mundson, President of the UMV 
Lo(»l at Springfield, Illinois, approached him with a proposition to freeze 
theMrogressive Mine Workers out of l^ns A, but that he tiirned the proposition 
doi^ flatly. In this connection, Mr. Robert C,,^olotaon, President of the 
>j^anther Creek Coal Mines, Springfield, Illinois, stated that in the early part 
of 1942, Elshoff attempted to ptirchase the Panther Creek Mines for $400,000 
cash. The Panther Creek Mines were also organized by the Progressive Mine 
Workers Union. Mr. Solomon stated that although the deal fell through, it 
was a matter of common knowledge that dshoff had no money of his own and 
would be financed by the UMV of America. 
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ICSCEUANEOtS INTSF.VIEffS ■ k. 

Many other individuals nho were connected with the captioned 
matter or who were officials of the Progressive Mine Workers TJnion, have been 
interviewed to date, the majority of them giving information of value to 
this matter bearing on the numerous alleged unfair practices indulged in 
by Slshoff against the Progressive Mine Workers. The investigation has also 
uncovered a number of witnesses who will be able to testily that Elshoff has 
stated that he did not like the Progressive Mine Workers Union and would not 
do business with them. 


Present Status 


The Springfield Office has advised that the majority of the investi- 

ill V>4XEaC ViXJuX WC (/? U */Jf v* 

leaving only smaller and incidental leads to be covered subsequent to that date, 


The Department has been promptly furrd.shed with copies of all re- 
ports in this matter and Mr. Frank Coleman of the Criminal Division has re- 
cent Ij' stated that he is well satisfied with the investigation and feels 
that it has been handled in an excellent manner. 


You will be pronptly informed of all developments in this case. 
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StotLoa 51 • 





6 i OCT 7 


Tout ■aaoranduK ot SvpWaibttr 16« 1945, truundte tvo 
oopl«» of photoftats, oo&tiitLDC of olsht pagot «aoh, ropr*- 
tontlog the portlnant informtlon eontalnod 1 a tho 15th 
RogioAol Satlonal Labor fialatloAi Board fUo lo* X1I1'-C-1666, 
at Chloago, Illlnola* 


\ 


It li r*(ia«tted that jiartIMiraetiar ba ra-lAt«rri«wad 
Kod aaksd to ooAfixK tiia facts «Uoh arc set forth In tds 
aoToral asnoraAda to tho Board aoiarlac his ao£otlatie(iui 
with aubjaots glshoff and BdAuudsoa. Spooial rafaranoa 
should ba mda to nagAar's statanant 1 a his AsaoraJ^aa of 
BoTOffibar 1. 1941, that *Bhaa Blahoff first purobaaad tha 
aaaata ofibiBa «l*, ha bopad to aiAC lha saaa of ooal 1 a 


TroA maa *B'*, and tba statanaAt in tha 
MRaoraAdua at paga t that *llsheff atatad that ba did aot 
baliava ha vas oblleatad aadar aa^ eircBastaAoas to hira 
anj of tha fonaar sHploTsaa of Kiaa 'A* alAca ba bad aot 
takoA oTor a aorporatioA but bad Aoraljr purobaaad sqbw of 
tha assets of that oorporatloa** Also of a l go! f ioahoa la 
tha stataiwnt aada bgr mctxar 1 a bis Boaor andua of Ootobar 
4, 1941, that *KdaatadaoA atatad that thasa VMploymt 
UAdoubtadly vara afraid that SXahoff aould aIas this 

ao<juirad propar'^y through MiA# *B**# and. that *Io 
aaoid tills tiksy oaas to bla sAd slfinad applioatiocca for 
■saborahip in tha 9.1LW.A.* It is apparant that BdauAdaon*« 
ooataatlaAB 1 a this ragard vara hypooritieal ia viav af bis 
hnovladga that ba and Law! a vara adaanalag |40,000 to aoabla 
Blaboff to pfurolaaa tha alAa. It ia hoped that Mr* VagAar*a 
roeoUaotloo of oxaot ooATaraationa en ba rafraahod by bis 
r.adli, .f *1. 

X X BaapaotfuHy, l 


] 0/:3 
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vat C. CLASK, . 
Aaaistanfc AttorAoy Ganaralv 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 


S*pt«iBber 23, 1943 


wgMrpummi w«? ‘WTO rtTPItOTTB 

FSifotlL BOgjia OF imsTiQATioy 

— MXUfi TlolAtloa 

jot S*etl«i 61 4 

f — — 


Tokxt ■•aorttidiai of soptoabor 
a oopy of ^ roport of Spooiol 

4a tod Auguot 12, 1943, at Spriagflold, iiiiaoio. leu 
call attontion to tiio pooiiblo ooonootioa botgo^teo 
o aoo whto h tk»t roport liiToltOi, oaptioaod 

■Ink** 4^ya ommm o^- - "W P 



irleo 




oat 04 

It lo roquoatod that you haro your Spriagflold 
affioo aoeortaln firoa tbol r ooureoa of lafor»atiop In ttoo 
jj^opohlp at jfchoj^ oCT^loo Mtn o Worjcoi^ jof 
ahothor Ihoro la |iny baaia for tho boliof thatl 
•sd ttio other agltatora aentloaod In tho roporl 
boon In any way inflnanood by U4M*W* or tho It offloials 
to inatigato troublo in order to bring publie dioofodlt 
on Iho progroatioo tmlon* 

BoapootfoXIy, 



7^ (2. cjL4^ 
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tCM C. CLiBX 

Aaaiatant Attorney QeneraJ. 
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g*pt«Bb«r 2St 1S45 


HSJIOiRAHIKni FOR THE PlffiCTCR 
ygTT^pM, bobAa^ Cf iiVtsTigiriby 


E* t *B” ** AXl«C«d TiolAtloD 

* of Sootioo 61^ 



Tho roport of fipoolal A5«^^PHH|P|k 
lev Tork. s optei^r 9. 194g. iafonoo tb^t tho fubj^ 

of th o iotorvieWf HHIIIHH ttatos that ^ 

vmfB who had boon o^ToyoaaTaolno Inopootor 
^J^oal Cosajany »hd who hat boos ohargod by oariout vltaottof 
with istisd dating ProgroatlTta, loft tho wlno imodiatoly 
mftsr ^ olootioa and boeowo a poraooal atdo of John L* 
Olawlo. 


j^ijaoitod that this olrouattanoo bo inoootigatod 
and that tho oharaetor of fl||||ip||||||| o^loyoont aftor bo loft 
Etna "B* bo atoortalnod* 


Botpootfnlly, 





TQU C* CULRX# 

Aotlttant Attornoy Oonoral. 


^CORDED 

indexed 

, >> j /r 










]fc»00RD«0 

iJ4 

44-«45 


\-w, ^rincTLaU 


f 


BE I JD'ffl L. Z£<15, ST AL 

CIVIt RIGHTS AKD IXRfl^lC flTLEIICE 


Daar Slri 


Th«r« «T6 ir«o»adtt*d hftTMlth tar JWT Inltonattloc ooplta of 


thro* M30J!W<U datod S^taobor 23, 1943, wd ctpUotwd *Kino *B* 

Allegod Violation rt SoeUon 51,* ofalch oaro rooaivod firon tbo C r l. lw t l 
dvialon of iho Oopartoant. Xt la daairad that tha lavoaticatlv* auggaatleoa 
aet forth in t^la9a aoBoranda ba eooarad oolaa* A ^^adfio raaaon azlaU abgr 
thla ahoold not ba dooa. 

wa at^ ■■ Fioi 4 aa rv * «aA<«t4_A*»w4 

W J. U1 X~VJ^W«UA^ aUJK mtmi kvmw^ mmm ^ 

of Martin tagaor, it la nolad that Mr. loffiar aao intarvlaiwd and tho raaulta 
bad with hla aat forth In tha raport of Spacial Agent 
dated Saptenbar 10 , 1943 , at San Franclaco, California, 
tlad aattar. 


photoatatie ooplea of tha alf^t pagaa rapraa antAng partioant lnfor«atl«n 
eon^ainad in tha 13th Baglonal Satloxwl labor Balatlona BoaxtI ftla 
164^, at Chioago, niinods, iogathar with appcoprlato Inatraotiooa in ordar 
that tha San frandacu Qfflca May raintanrlaa la^iar poranant to tha Depart- 
aant,^s daslraa. It la noted that Up watarlal rafarrad to in the laticaial 
Labor Aalations Bovd fUa Xi:l-C-l£6S, at Chleafo, lUltwla, la In 


Xou «m ohaaraa ih^t tha CrtJiinal Bivlalon of the Daparta 
raqoaatad oax'tain Inveatlga^ atlon aat forth in 


SacurlV; SahoUja.* ror yo«r InftepatiOD, m at^t wwBta report «aa wade 
avallabla^ta^UM^pfdnlAal Dlvlaion of «ha Dapartaant, and a* poo will aoU 
in tha attajttaid faaaiarW^ partaialac to thla Mittar, tha Dapartaant haa rt- 
^goavtad that oartairhrMtta laaa a rah A p aX the Fia jp raaal a o Mina vortera of 
ioi^ioa M inidrd«paii«o datamlDa ahfihar thara ia wmj baaia ftr tha baUaf 
U 

»^-l^ 



Xt ia daalrad that pour offlea foraard to tha San Frandaco Offloa 


oaaaloQ of pour offico* 



t-tu» Moort of ^paoiaX Agaflt 



auacaanav 12. 1943, at Spriac* 


•t aX{ Intaraal 
I rapod «aa aada 
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this r«0ftrd b» llmlUd to IniorYlowi ooodttctod «lth lo^otl iMdarv %t 
the Pxvproaslf* Ktne lozicors er JLMrlcft <od otbtr •ooroM thot 

be desiz^le. 

r ^ 

prior to ineUtuUns «o »otie« of th« aetntl tmcU 

w reported In the report of StpccUl Acent the aftttor «TM7tad be re- 
etjbziSttrd to the Criainel Dl^alon Ibr ao opinion •« to the deeirebilitT' of 
this procedure. 


fery truly iroura. 


Jotn Sfigar Booerr 
Director 
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’"Op 


Statene nts eet forth of Blxtyfiv e additional men who were 1 
miners at irtT» -S‘ibH~ May 19AV . ~H»nftrous pers ona pon- 
t»ot«(l wliu UltiiHr apuliWfl f or work at Mine "s^l^pr November 
1939 and were refuaed enqploynent^jir jaho jeere asaployed at 
Mine B for ^irat tjiaa- a fta r. Nnnrfff^be r 19.3ft. These 
lntejrviO¥La * wVi<nh a ^n^T 1 ^n 1 JT^ o f Blgnif ioapt infor- 
mation, were pertinent to th^ proposition that after ^ 

November 1939 Mine B hired TIffI men but refused to hire 
PUfi men. H ^es ef approximately 510 WtA. miner s at Mine 
A in_April 19 4r~o &tBined frin Wint^ ^ t.NaSS-— 

approx^ately ££0 ba g s !»»■» si^ei^ si^teoenta 

obtained ara- ae t Xorth - fheee- w t atam ant a djpiiiQate 

that the miners eh^hged frOQ bo UMa hsoause of the 
belief that EI^HQFF, would no t a p e mt e t Un e A - e a eapt wi4h 
TBf7 personnel. Sumraaries of reviews of Snringfield, 

Illinois newspapers set forth. JOHN BEhTHa, formerly an 
examiner of NLRB states election of 12rl5-37 was a fair 
and I mpartial electio n. JOHN R. KANE, former PHA Attorney, 

former ^^^^^^^^^^^^nte^iew- 
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S'as,' BT aL. 

oonoerning pressure allegedly ’brought to bear 'by ElfUlIIV 




Stpfi l 'WnrWerK ci f Chii-»R^n , THi»o i^, Btat ae... 

EDUDIJDS® ^id the details oi* - the .Mine 

matter with him* JOHN H» CaRROLL, Jr*, B & 0 Railroad, 
Ch'rmtgdVTurni Sh^<T bo inf ormation of value oonoemtng 
the panther Creek matter* Keoords of the Clerk of Circuit 
Court, Sangamon County, Illinois, reviewed concerning 
injunction suit filed 10-11"29 by HaREY FISHfICK, ©t al, 
against JOHl^ L* LBVIS, et al* 
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RE* JOHN L. LEAIS, ET AL 


, TfcRT.E OF CONTENTS 


Index of Persons Intervietwed 


^ Page S'-A at Bcq# 


Interview's with PUA miners who were 

employed at Mine "B" in May 19S7 . 


Pages 5 to 189, inclusive 





Persons Employed at Line *'B’* after 
November 6, 1939 » • * • • 

Investigation concerninc ^ 
not formerly employed at lime 
and who were allegedly ref«»e<3 em- 
ployment subsequent to opening o 
mine in November 1957 

Interviews with persons employed at 
Mine "a" at time of seasonal shut- 
down in April 1941 . • • • 


Pages 190 to 250, inclusive 


. Pages 231 to 240, inclusive 


. Pages 241 to 652, inclusive 


Ro\-lew of Illinois State Register and 

Illinois State Journal Newspapers inclusive 

-/> Illinois 


Mis 


of Springfield, Illinois 
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ET aL* • 


Re| Jam L. WdlS, 

-it, TnfnrTmt.-i nn was obtained from bi-w diiririp the interviefW. throuch 


of Investigation. No threats or promisos have been made to me to 
obtain this statement. 


in the organization of the P.N I started to work, at 

I,tLne B. I never was an officer in any \nion. 

"In 1934 when I started at liinc B, there was no trouble at 
Mine B. ■‘‘be trouble started in line B in 1937. ■‘‘t that time Bome 

men were trying to pull some of the miners away from P.K.a. Some 
of these men were; Bowling Green (Charlie Bohannon), Dominic 
pasqualc, iJidy (Skreievicus), Tony plotch, Fete Carter, Frank 
Austin, and Elnory Jacaway, fhesc men were talking to some of the 
mini- rs , but they never talked to me at any time. 

•I don 't know why the strike started, but I think that 
the activities of the men named above had something to do with it. 

I don't remember if I signed a petition for P.Ji. A. in 1937. No 
one asked mo to join the in the summer of 1937* 

"I went on the picket line in 1937 of omi accord because 
the whole local of the P.M,.., went to the picket line, I think ■that 
the men were picketing to keep the U.ll.’V, men out of Vine B. I d<3n't 
know anything about the injection that stopped the strike picket. 








I came to thtjti^ed otate^^^mt^becameac^^e^o^^^ 
c Wilted States inVj^Bat Springfield, 111, 

"I first joined a miiic '■•n-iriTi +.hp United Mine 'iforkers, in 



this union until I joined the 


in 1932 when I was working in 


irhcn I was working in the 



I 111. mine, I stayed in 
e iiine »orkers of «-mcrica 
l^^mine. I had no part 


ST ikLt 


Res JOHN L. LEkIS 



"In the election In Decombor in the State 
linaoxy I voted for the P.Lf.A. because I wanted to. 
No one forced no to vote for that mion. 


"Froia that time iiitil the mine reopened in 1939 no one talked to 


me about joining the U.U.u. I received a letter from the mine con^viny 
telling me that the mine Vfas going to reopen, and that I could come back 
to work, I went back about two days after I received v/y notice. 


to mo about joining U.M.*', I don't know their names. They talked to me 
in my room at the mine. They did not threaten me, and merely asked me 
to join the However, these men did say that there woiild be 

trouble at ifi-nc B if the miners did not join the Shortly before 

the 1941 election some person cut up my clothes when they were hanging 
in the rrlne wash house. I don 't know who did it. On another day when I 
was in the mine going to my room from the washhouse , I was hit on the head, 
I did not see who hit me bccaiise I was hit from the rear. On the last day 
that I worked at liine B, I loaded throe full cars of coal, but 1 did not 
get paid for them, I don't know what happened to my checks, 

"It makes no difference to me in which wiion I am a member. 

One union is as good as another. 


"Shortly before I quit working at liine B, some started to talk 



"This statement c^ousisting of this and one other typerrritten 


Vvitnesses : 


/s/ 



mm, special Agent, FBI, Springfield, 111, 
Special .^cnt F.B.I., Springfield, 111, " 



( 




was intcrvlews^Q^tti^Sprin^flald 
Field Offico t > y"§pooial 

speratire 

\ *■ and indicated his wilTin^nc?^^^^es^n y^T^TffB?3sary« Eis memory appears 
^ood and is that he would moke 

f&vor^^^^^^^^^^^n^iurnSno^an^rollowing statemontj 

'I • 

"Springfield, Illinois 
September 12, 194S 

'nak e the following voluntary statement to 
both of whom have identified themselves 
as Special iigcnts in tne I'ccicrai iJ^sau of Investigation, ITo throats or 
promises have been made to me to induce roc to moke a statement. 






I moved tol 
Started v/orkin" 


^and presently reside 
|v;hon 1 vias young and when I 
coal mines in that state. 


**ln^^m|l became a moriber of the United Mine l?orkors, having 
previously j the Knights of Labor, an organisation that preceded U.M.T7, 


and which turned over to U.II," 
offices in the U.K,T7, 


held several 




mines as 
1 have hel 
manger. 


After that time I 7<orked in the roanagomon' 


E — *0 J- 1- . j ^ ^ s ^ i a4iK « 

TnTne that exists, from trapper to 


v/ent to work at I^.ine E ns a minor. At that tine 
I was a meribe^o^th^^^ed Jiine ■Verkers, In 1932 the menbers of U,H,7.', 
revolted against John L, Lewis because of the alleged ttieft of ballots, these 
ballots being voted by the miners in an election held to see if the miners 
would accept a lower wage. The members would not accept the lower wag© and 

4-Wa wn W n E 7 TTiT%rMB H ft+7Alr>t1 +:Vlf; Ulld 

TYIIV^U. VI I u O Wr V V*U*W W vw 

femed the Progressive Mine TTorkers of America, I had nothing to do with 
the formation of this Union, tut I joined it whon the rest of the men did. 

For a year or more I was not active in it but thon 1 saw that r,l!,A, appeared 
to bo all right and getting along well wlU^^^y^jj^^^^n^Elshoff^s^^^^^ 

time 

^^K^T^roeffio^oithe jjit coramitteo, “ 

"I Pooall tbo^hecontract which 1,K,A, had with Elshoff expired 
on March 31, 1937. had signed an agreement with Elsh'ff, 

extending the terms o^Tn^oIc agreement or contract, and it was generally 


7 


/ 




Ret JOHN L. L&7IS, FT AL 



understood that this extension tarried a clause proTfd^^ 

fnr retmaetiTre nav hack to Anril 1. 1937 in the event 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

a wa{jo incroaso was granted* All laon who later rptursjed 
to Mine B \mder U#M*T7* reoeivod this back pay# bujt 
wh^ did not return to work did not get it. 

**Tho state officers of F.M.A. and^|||P||||||||^ our oosmltto^ 

that the extension Tdiich had been signed witl^E^hori^ carried a clause 
providing for rctroactivo pay back to April 1# 1937 and this information was 
passed on to the members of Local 64* both by our committee and at meetings. 

I fool sure that the momberE of Local 64 felt that tho now contract would 
he negotiated, and would be as favorable as any other contract secured by 
any other local or by tJ.M.W. 

"At about this time there was a small group of men at Mine B# 
members of who were causing somo trouble by stating that we would 

not get a nerw contract nor our retroactive pay* These men, as I recall 
their names, were Bohannon who wo called Bowling Groen, Frank Austin# 

Dominic Fasqualo and Scunny Alhaneso* There was also a follow named Andy, 

Tony rlotch and perhaps one or two others whoso names I don*t recall# Those 
men v;erc constantly coning to me saying that we wouldn^t get retroactive 
pay, and that wc should not work without a contract. They wore telling the 
miners the same thing but did not appear to have much success In disturbing 
the rest of the man. 

"I do not rscall any strikes, lock-outs or shut downs of the mine 
between April 1, 1937 and May 12, 1937. 

"I recall that a meeting of the men was callod^t^^^meoting 
being hold at the mine as I remomhor, at which tirno^|^^Hm^pidvised the 
men that when the new contract was signed, retroactiv^wages would be paid 
back to April I, 1937. 

"There was a’ lot of meetings held at about this time and I do 
not recall the dates and purpose of all of these meetings. 

"I recall that Oscar Falcctti told our committee that ho did not 
know of any retroactive clause in tho extension which had been signed# 

"At about this timo four or five of tho agitators I have previously 
mentioned were oxpclled from I.M.A. I do not recall beinj at that meeting# 
probably wasn*t. At any rate, I was not in tho meeting when the action was 
token# As I remembor, it was at a regular noeting although I can not be 
sure# At any rato, I was advised that those men had been expelled# and the 
follcrwing morning which was tho day of the strike, the miners refused to go 
to work with the men who had been expelled. 
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Re; JOHN L, LEST^IS, ET AL 












"I came to work that morning as usual and saw that the 
men v/ere not going down into the mine# The real issue 


; continued 


that morning was the refusal of the men to work with 
the fellows who had been expelled. There was also some 
discussion about wages and I personally told the men to go to work, that we 
■would take care of the trouble. 

"Our committee then asked Falcotti to discharge the men who had been 
expelled from the Union. Eo refused, saying that it would be a violation of 
the v;agner Act, In the meant Lme the men had gone to work. Falcotti told 
us that the expelled men would work* 


him. 



with 


^Id a meetir 
and I 

,0 rerusod, I do" 

W0 talked with Elshoff 
then told me to call 



"Elshoff showed_u 
I was there, also 

We asked Elshoff to disch^ge those men an 
remember if he stated why he wouldn*t. At anyra^ 
until about noon and got nov;hero with him. 
the men out and I issued the orders bringing tho non out. There were short 
loads coming out of the pit that day, but such action was not authorised 
by the union. When tho men v/ere called out it v/as our intention to keep 
the men out on strike until we had reached an agreement with Elshoff. Eis 
mind appeared to bo firmly made up that he would not discharge those men. 

"Following this, there was a picket line at Mine B for about two 
weeks* This was a small line and was on the highway. There was no violence 
as far as I knov: and it didn*t last long. After the strike, the matter was 
then placed in the hands of the state officers. 

"I remember being present at several meetings held between our 
officers and Elshoff. These meetings were hold at Hotels, at tho mine and 
at nurny other places. I am not sure of tho date nor what happened at all 
of tho noctings* 

"I recall that a petition was circulated among the men by P.M.A. 
and it was signed by most of the men. This petition v;as taken to the men, 
at their homes or wherever they night be. I signed this petition at tho 
mine while the first picket line was there. I do not recall any other 
potitionc that summer although I hoard that sorno petitions were passed out. 

A ViQ -^fw^ -rr-i+v. VI o 4S lirTmAI* A 

X/VL4. ^ ^ W4V w 

umble to get anywhere with him. Eo would givo us no satisfaction at all. 

"I know nothing about tho formation of the new U.M.W. local that 

suTiinor. 
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Rci JOHN L. LEVriS,'ET AL 






"I recall being present when our officers met with 
Elshoff and assurod him of our willingness to go back 
to workt At that time we told him that we did not want 
the expelled men to return, but that if it was later 




^iirwlr V \t IL 

Jt ^414 # TVV^VfcdbU I.U U 4 A A A V* 


any expense he might have boon put to as a result of keeping these men from 
working# 


\ 

”I recall that Elshoff put an ad in the paper , sometime in September, 
1937, stating that Mine B would open# Tihen we went there, ready to go to 
work, Falcotti said that he needed some men that morning to go to work| | 

but that they would have to be members of the United Mine Tiorkers. T?hon we \ 

had gone there that morning wo all oxpocted to go to work# However, in view 

of what Falcotti said wo Iciev; that they intondod to open the mine under 
U#M,^Tp if possible# 


”A picket lino was started by P#M.A, at that timo in order to prevent 
the opening of Mine B by the men stayed thoro on the picket line to 

^protect thoir jobs# I stayed on The picket line as long as it lasted, coming 
home on week ends# The only nen on the line were members of P.u.A# Sometime 
in December , 1937 we wore served with an injunction issued by the Federal 
Court, making us get off of the property# Some of the men didn*t want to 
leave but I urged them to leave# I don*t bcliovo there was any bad feeling 
about this for anyone except Elshoff# This was the last time I was at 
Hinc B and this was the last thing I had to do with the entire affair# I 
voted in the NLRB eloction at the Armory in Docoiribcr, 1937 and the election 
was quiet, with no trouble# Everyone voted as they felt and P#M,A. won the 
election# 1 went directly from tny homo to the polling place and voted* 

At this time I made up ny mind to leave the mines and not go back unless it 
was to manage a nine of my own# 



have read the above statement and declare it to be true and correct 
to the best of my memory# 


V;itnessod: 


[(signed) 


(signed) 

[signed) 
"apocial Agents, 

U, S. Dep*t. of Justico" 
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He» JOHN L. LEI7IS, ET AL 



ola. 


nUL 5T1 liiliyrsie person and he seaned to give the 
ironress^r^^^^ie did not care at all for any union but had to belong to 
them to work and as noted in the statement he dislikes both unions* Be would 
make a rathe r impressive w itness. Ke advised that he had never been arrested 
in his life* fl^Hj^Bj^BKzecuted the following si^ed ststestent but declined 
to sign it. 


F.B.I. No promises or 


jpringiie*.Li, 
Depi/e 



give the following information to I 

o are known to me to be Special Agents of me 
reats have been made me to give this statement. 




"I was bom^Hj^^mil^^C I first joined t^.M.7. in 
tarted at Uin^^^aboutl^or 11 jnsars ago & I still am a 
there. I joined P.M.A. at Mine B when I started. I never have hel i 

X'S'Z _ T *J X* Tl If A TT If W J.1 J J J 

uiij-uii u*4.xxv;e» ^ liuvcx; 4.ux^ ux' u*u«n# as uxu 

me any good. P.U.A. first attempted to stop me fran working there. I 
couldn't say if there was difficulties at Mine B between P.ll.A. & 
management before it closed. No one ever said a thing to me about going 
back to U.M-IV. I always worked on top in the shop from 8 a.m. to 3s 15 p.m. 

I never attended one P.M- A. meeting, I never liked the P.M. A. officials 
as they would not give me a card but the P.M.A. executive officials handed 
dov.-n a decisio n th ey had to give me a card so naturally I never liked 

them. Itegarding the men sent to jail for the bombing I don't know a 

thing of it as I never assocLated >vith the miners. Before Mine B closed 

P.K.A. dues were about same as other unions. Ibat P.M.A. union was 

about same as any other union as you never get any benefits from them but 

just pay into them. U.M.”, never picketed Mine B a s far as I know before it 
closed or give out literature. I never heard of any parties Elshoff gave for 
U.M.r. or they g^ve for Elshoff. Before Mine B closed in 1937 we ■Forked 
without a contract as it almys was that way each year, I heard Elshoff 
was an independent operator but he did what others did and It was same again 
as before to 'work without a contract. I heard that the men were not pleased 
because a contract formed for others had allowed an increase but ifi.ne B contract 
wasn't signed yet, I also heard the back pay Tras to be retroactive. Before 

Mine B closed I don't recall of any stoppages or sit down strikes. I never heard 

any PUA officials say anything about the contracts to me. I did not attend 
the meeting before Mine B closed as I never went to any. I -worked day 




-If 


irra e +.r\ 
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sudden to me. I was in the -wash-house & the men came in at 2:15 P.il. & 
Slid mine was on strike. They said it was because of the back-pay & ~ 
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net 


INTER’: IFV V:iTH 



+■ ^ ' T. T '^r 

pi !^x 


1 


because they had no contract. Some time later on I heard too 
about the men being expelled* I don't care to say which was 
the real reason of the strike as it would just be my opinion 
as I really don't know the real reason, to day it closed_ 

+ U^ «^4-U O. T wVs*»> A* ^ 
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done then. In simmer of 1937 & later I worked on the W.P.A, for 8 months 

& around tovm. ~T never signed any petition for P.Ii.A. & U.M.fi'. as both of them 
ioiew I didn't like either of them at all. I have been shown an affidavit 
dried 8-25-37 & I recognize ny^^n^ur^^n it but I never read it then but 
just signed it & I never heard tell me to go to a U.M.'77. meeting. 

That affidav it is not t rue as I never heard that man say it. I was not forced 
to sign it. asked me to sign it & I just signed it to get away 

from him 1- to get on to work. I never heard of U.U.TT. forming a local in 
Springfield & no one bothered me about the strike during the summer of 1937« 

I v/as at sit-down strike one night but I was not there on first day. 

I was asked several times to go out but I never W!S threatened or beaten 
up if I wouldn't go out. Tlaile there it was quiet & peaceful & there was no 

trouble out there. I don't know htclf of men so don't know if outsiders 

were- there or not and I was not there when the U. S. Harshall came out. 


Between then & 11-5-39 I had not been out to Mine B at all & I heard they tried 
to reopen it but I never went out as I felt they would not re-open. I voted in 
N.L.R.B. election in Sprin field. 111, It looked like an honest election 
to me & I voted _ way I felt & no one forced me to vote. In Nov. 1939 I 
received a letter on Sat. to report to work & I went out to work on Sun. 

It was an open shop & I did not pay dues to either union. I saw quite a fe’- 
new men around but I don't know if they were F.M.A. or U.M.T7. men. Nothing 
was said to me about what wages I was to receive ^ after being out for several 
years I just wanted to work, I never heard of attempts to join either 
U.M.'T. or P.M.A. after liine B reopened. In the summer of 1940 I did not sign 

c- rd for either P.5I.A. or U.U.IV. I never saw any men get beat up but I 

heard of it. P.I;.A. did not ask mo why I didn't pay dues to them. I voted 
at ___ next N.L.R.B. election it looked about the same to me & I voted just 
the opposite from before. No one forced me to vote & it was hy ~ secret ballot. 
'iVhen I first rent to work in Nov, 1939 I never went Jown into the mine. I 
started on Sunday & coal started to ceme out Tues, They were taking care of 
Mine B while it was closed & I don't think it was in such bad shape. I never 
heard of any fire at Mine B when it was closed down. I did not attend 
any U.M.'il. meeting in my life, I joined as it looked like that was the 

only solution Otherwise it might be closed down again & that was my opinion. I 

I never was bothered at all & it didn't matter to mo which imion was there 
& I alwcays felt it would have been better to have had no union at all there* 


"I 

& it is true 
Agents 



have had Agent^^^^H^ 
^to 



read this (5) five page statement to me 
of my knowledge and as I gave it to 
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Re: JOTJ L. LETilS, ET AL 


INTSHVIE": V.TTH 




n 


^ stated he would sign the statement if it was 
, otherwise he preferred not to sign. He was advised 


that the matter was entirely up to his dcscretion. He stated that in such 

case he would not sign but that it wp.s all true St correct and as he had told 

it to a':'ents, "* 



spec. Agt, FBI (liilw.) 
Spec. Agt. FBI 




n J ^ 1 J 

oprxugj^ ±ti±u 0 

ecial 





very cooperative and besides rurnisning agents with a sig^ 
submitted a copy of a notice to Local ^54, showing the jnisstatement by 
ELShOFF concerning the temporary agreement signed April 2, 1937; also, a 
copy of a mimeographed letter dated Vay 25, 1937 and addressed to employe* 
of Fine "E" and signed by ELSHOPT. These papers are being retained in th« 
files of the Springfield Field Division, 

v;as born^^H^^Band is a naturalised citizen. It is 
not bclie-^^^^ ^Sd make a goo^ w^ncss due to his inability to speak 
English very well^H^^Hm^^HIHH^H^fe He has no knoThi criminal 
record. 


/ 


The follov.'ing 


is the 


signed Btatencnt 


obt^iinod fron 



"Springfield , 111. 
Soptomber 8, 1943 


stitemc 
of the 



nakc the folloTwing voluntary 
v:ho arc Special Agents 
or promises of any kind 


huve beCn madtj tu 1 me to make a 
may be used in a court of law. 


+“>> n +■ +L 


was born 
1 became a n: 
Springfield, 111. 


I ccLoi^t^Un^odStatcs in 
izen of U. &t 


"I began working in the c oal mines in 
I began working in the mines 
Kinc TTorkors union* I vorkiri^awTTnc 



and in 

(?^t wh ich tin e I .joined United 
in 1 


"Before Progressives ’ms formed thvorc was no trouble at Kine "B" 
that I know of, I ';-as novor an officer of any union. I joined P.IV*., in 
1932 b'-causo the majority of the men changed from D.Iu.' , because the ballots 
'..'crc stolen at a U.!;.!.', election. 


*i.B far as I recall the mine worked OK and there vms no trouble 
with the officials and the union after F.I'.A. was formed until the strike 
in 1937. 


"I attended most of the P.F.A. meetings. Before the strike in 
1937, I knc’.v of several non who '-'orc- spying at the nine for Falsotti, 
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c^i hij 


mEgvig^Lil^ 

[continued j 


They put me on their ’black list’* These men were 
Joe Albaneee, Dominic Pasquale, Andy Schre levicus, 
Tony Plotch^ Geo* Jacaway, Chas* Bohannon, 


"The day of the strike there were several cars loaded short but 

A£iA 

O. A ^ ^ W \i4 lUJU ^ ^ W W W <-* MW W ^ WI^U JU-X^ TT M W M W WX^UAIX VU X -S^ X VU W Wl V 

until I came out on. top, 

think I signed a petition shortly after the strike for F*U.A* 

"I remember P*M,A* had a meeting in Washington Park to see what 
we were going to do about working in the mine but I don’t recall the day* 
I was on picket duty at the mine for about 2 months and was present when 
an injunction was served against us* 


’’After the picketing I 


worked on W*P*A. 


”I recall voting in a government election at the Arsenal in which 
P.15, A, won by 404 to 25, 

went back to v;ork at Mine ’’B’* in Nov* 1939 as a P*M,A. mcnibor, 
I had received a letter telling me the mine would reopen and later a man 
came to my house to tell me to come to work* After I v/ent back to v;ork 
Charles Bohannon and one other 'person whose name I can’t rec-all cajje- to 
me in the mine and told me that F*M,A* was going dofvm and that I should 
join U.U* '• I told them that I would wait until everyone changed before I 
would join U.K*T7, 

because I saw tw o mcY^ po^^^^^^ton^m^ning and I knewtho^lntcndod [/ 
to beat me up, when the second election was held 

and did not vote ir^^T^Ticrr^^Sa^Dack they v/ouldn’t give me wy job. j| 

haven’t worked in the mine since 


’’I have had this three page 'statement read to mo by 
and it is true and correct to the best of try knowledge. 



(signed) 


•’Witnessed: 



Special Agont, F.B-I* /s/ 
Spooiai Agent, F.B.I,'’ /s/ 
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REj JOHN L. LE.i'I3, ETAL. 



nake a good witness because of his lack of knowledge of pertinent facts in this 
the fact that he never returned to the mine after !Iay 12 , 1937 . 


as ^ ^ Investigation. No threats or 

promises of ari^f kind have been made to cause me to make this statement. 


„ „ ___ 5 . 

"The Progressive L'ine Vi'orkers of America was formed in 1932 because 
of trouble over a wage cut and the theft of the referendum votes. I took no 
active part in the formation of the P.P.A. but I joined P.li.A, along with all 
of my local. As far as unions go the new F.tl.A. was about the same as the 
U.h!.V».A. as for officers, and settlement of grievances, however, there was 
more special assessments under P.lhA. I never attended veiy many P.1:.A. 

Between 


line B officials. Between 1932 and 193? the p.t.A. and tine B officials got 
along fine. 


contract. I recall some argument over a temporary contract concerning retro- 
acctive wages from April 1. On about April 3 or 4 I heard a rumor at the 
mine that there were five or six men at the mine who were U.E.'nV.A. organisere. 
These men were PETE CARTER, A?;DFE.; SCHIi:LEVIO’JS, CHAP1E3 BOHANJJAN, FRAJJK AUSTIN, 
and one or two others. Some time later I heard at the mines that these men had 
been suspended for 99 years. AIVDRE.V SCHRELEVIOUS told me personally that he hau 
been suspended. The P.IhA. then tried to get Mr. ELSHOFF to fire these sus- 
pended men, he refused, and the men went out on strike. I'm not sure whether 



denied any criminal record and furnished the following signed state- 



meat : 


"Springfield, HI. 
September 9, 1943 


to 



do m ake the following voluntary statement 
99 who have made themselves known to me 




. Betv:een 


I am presently 


I^Uand am^ 

IB 

ifdat Mine B 



and 



and during 


"The new Progressive union seemed to get along harmoniously with the 


"The trouble in l£ay of 1937 started over an argument about a new 
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(continued 


RE: JOHIJ L. LL.iIS, £TA1. 

called the strike or irhether Ifr. ELSHCFF 
^^cke^tne men out. I remember on the day of the 
strike when the men were going down they were 
T/hispering about loading coal short. I loaded some 
coal short ir^'self. I think that the main reascaa for the strike was the argument 
over the wage contract. I was never approached by any of the U.K.V/.A. organiz- 
ers, nor did I ever see them approach anyone. I came up out of the mine about 
2 F.l'. on l^y 12, 1937 and went on home. I went back to l!ine B on liay 27, 1937 
to get cy check. <<e never did get the retroactive wage back to April let, 

I 

"From 27, 1937 I never went to the mine again until they reopened , 
in Nov. of 1939, on this latter date I went out to the mine and looked the j 
situation over and didn't like it so I quit for good. It was "open shop" and 1/ 
heard that there were two comriittees, two check weighmen, and feeling against 
the opposite sides so I quit. 






"I do recall signing two petitions for the Progressives and voting 
in one N.L.R.t. election. This election seemed fair and square to me and the 
Progressives won out practically unanimous. 

"Once I quit at Line B no one from either union ever came to see me 
and tried to get me to sign up or pay dues. Since 1939 I haven't been working 


"Because of JOif- L. LE..'IS* attitude since the last Presidential 
election and his actions in the war crisis I would choose the Progressive 
Union at this time. 


/ 


pages . 


"I have read the above statement consisting of three and one quarter 
The same is true and correct and I do hercty sign mjr name. 


V<itnessed : 



(signed) 

Spec ial Agent, F.B.I. 

Special Agent, F.B.I." 






- 17 - 


/ 


p 




Re: JOHI^ L. LE..'IS, ETAl. 




terviewed at his residencej 

on 



and^ 

advised he is presently one^lqyedi 
and would mako a satisfactory witn ess. 
arrested. His telephone number is 


pea> 

He advised he 


has never been 





of any kind. 


tigation. 


Sept. 16, 1943 
j, also known as] 

:ollcrwing voluntary statement to | 

whom I know to be Special Agent of the Federal 
it without fear of threat, force, or promise 


'T ^ Vt% 0 ^ n 'W 

^11 bi 


unemployed, I started worltlnE in coal and I joined 

the Ifnited llinc ’■Vorkers of Amer:^^Union in I started working at 

Hine 'B' , Springfield, in about In 193^I^joined the Progressive Mine 

i.orkcrs of America because I did nob like the actions of U.M.b, They stole 
ballots and faced a reduction in wage scale on us. No one in ary way faced 
me to join P.il.A. 


"Between 1932 and Spring of 1937 I was satisfied with the P.M.A, 


T 4 - n^Vi + T +. 


dienes ^ liiiior* opGi'B'ts— ^ot inOTii^c«rs^ 


I thought the officials were honest. I noticed no unusual assessments. 
During this time I never noticed any cl os -downs , strikes or picket lines, 
noticed no attempts made by U.M.W. to organize in ar^ way at Mine 'B* . 

The companj' at no time indicated they wanted the men to change to 


"I remember that about May of 1937 the P.M.A. expelled FU'iNK AUSTIN, ) 
JOE ALB/NESE, BOnlING GKEEN BOH'.ITJ/JJ, PETE CARTER, BILL SURTXK, EMORI JACAA'AY. ,■ 
J/J.ES Hi'.LE, TONI FLOTCH, COTTON /JIN/JJI;'.S and ANECf SCHHELKIOUS were the men ; 

T. P If A 

* m *pm i 

Some of these' men I believe were expelled at a P.M.A. ■' 
meeting May 11, 1937. But I donot remember how many. I believe the otters were 
expelled before that. I attended this meeting May 11, 1937 but I cannot re- 
member what went on. 


local over to U.l 


1 J 
xxcu 


"I know there was a wage scale trouble between the company and P.M.A 
about this time. On Hay 12, 1937 I went to work as usual as a digger. About 
2:00 o'clock in the afternoon we were pulled out of the mines by our local 

p V 4 oi e 


T + K/^vi «T?^+ 

- 


iirjQc rtf' +.Vi4 c imsitTn Rnsln f.T'rtnhl P . 

^ ^ .... „ . _ „ ^Sr 


and after I got up on top, I also heard a reason was because the company ref^istsd 
to fire these men who had been expelled fron P.M.A. I do not know which of 
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ETAL. 


these was the reason for the strike. T(hen I caioe out 
of the ItLne *B' on liay 12, 1937, I changed clothes and 
went home. On May 12, 1937, I loaded rqy cars short. No 

one told me to load short, but I saw the other men 

I did also. 

"I went back to Mine 'B* on Kay 13, 1937, but none of the men were 
working and I went back home. After Kay 13, 1937 I only went back to Kine 'B' 

after a picket line had been formed there ty P.K.A. I heard about it being 

formed, and I went out there the day after they started, in about Sept. 1937. 

I was in the picket line for 51 days. This reason we had this picket line was 

to protect our jobs so the company would not tiy to put U.K.W. men in Kine ' . 

The day this picket line was formed about six U.K.W, men tried to go down, 

and that was the reason the picket line was formed. I voluntarily went in the 

picket line and was free to come and go as I wanted to. No one in arw 

forced me to be in this picket line. 


(continued) 
loading short and so 


"About 55 days after this picket line was formed, the U.S. Marshal 
came out and served notice of a Federal injunction and told us we would have 


J-. '1 +■ 

UU ^ VLi t'j 


T J 4- Vv -I 'U ^ 4- ^ 

X nw OUllfU UUXIlg XXA.U t/Ud i/ VTVUXIX 


come, but I was disappointed when it came late at night and I had to get out 
of bed. After that, and until Nov. 7, 1939, I never went back to Kins 'B' and 
I was never notified to come to work there. 


"I do not remember signing ary petition during the summer of 1937. 

I may have signed a P.K.A. petition, because if I had been asked to I would 
have. I am certain I did not sign a U.M.T/, petition, because if I had been 
asked to I would have refused. I remember hearing that a U.K.W. local had been 
formed in Sprin^icld during the sunmer of 1937, but I was not asked to join it 

"I remember voting in a National Labor Relations Board election in 
about Dec, of 1937 when P.K.A. beat U.K.W, I was not forced or threatened in 
any way to vote in this election and I thought it was an honest electicai. 

*'In about November of 1939 I received a letter from the compaiy 
telling that Kine ' B' was going to re-open and I was to ctaie back within ten 
days to get ny job back. At the end of the ten days I went to work at Mine 
’ B' as a member of P.M./.. and got ny same room back. They had been fixing . 

the mine for about ten days, and I did not notice there had been any cave-ins 
by fires. 


"Between Nov. of 1939 and Feb, of 1941 no one ever attengited in ary 

TT 1' l.r T ..^4 4- U ^ 4 vh , 

v*ojr i/u b mb;; juxu Uvii.*!)* x *rds iivu \jx xxa cuj^ vaux xaj^ 

this time. During this time however, I noticed the U.K.W, tried to organize 
the men at Kine *B'. These men were those who had been exne^^^fro^PjM^^^ 
and alsn Kluggpr<?^w ho had b een imported. I knew that 

[were organizing for U.K.'/. at Mine 
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Re: JOHN L. LD/IS, ETAL. 



INTERVISj- nITK 
r^ontinued] 



there were nai^ fights and that men were being beat by 
tJ.U.Y/. men, but I sawnoneof this. The only thing I 
saw was one time wash house 

changing clothes andlsa^iim run out in his bare 


giii'-t nudj i j-u a UUJ.U ua v ana Bxeetjyy ana x neara 

threatening 




see ar^one get cu 


"I remember voting in another N.L.R.B. election in about Feb. of 1941. 
No one threatened or forced me in ary way and I thought the election was fair. 

I voted for F.K.A, but U.l'.IV. won. 





'.'S 




"The U.K.Vt. then set a date which I think was Karch 15, 1941, that 
anyone who did net join U^UeWa on that day couid not work in the lline s The 
U.M.Vi'. m en told us this, and no one from the compary ever told us. On the 
last day VjlHlIBIHlIIIH to ny room with some slips and told me it was 

the last oa^x^sigi^To^^.li. II . and if I wanted to keep ny job at the Mine *B ‘ 
to join U.K.IV. I did not want to join U.II.W. , 
also did not want to lose ny job, so I signed up with 
would have preferred to stay P.l.A. 

"I worked at Mine 'B' from then until July of 1941 under U.K.W, 

I did not like it at Mine 'B* under U.K.Vi, because the D.M.W, men would 
inconvenience me at every opportunity and steal tools. 


/ 


"In March of 1941, shortly after I joined U.M.W. , I received a lettc 
with JOHN L. UTiiIS' signature, saying I had been dislcyal to U.K.TiT. and they 


-I 


somH ^ r\ n 

J ^ X 


^ wf a- VA4i fvjr 






never knew of ary investigating. On about July 12, 1941, the Sup't. of JELne *B' 
got a letter from U.M.Vi. Dist, Hd qtrs . , telling the compaiy to discharge me and 
two other men, one whose name was other an Italian whose 

name I do not know. 


;v ' 


A-- 

\ 


"The Compary fired me, and I have not worked since that time, 
of no reason wty the U.M.V. said I was disloyal. 


I know 



than this. 


”inis sx>aiemen^ oi six pages nas oeen rcaa i>o me ana It. is T;rue ana 
correct to the best of ny knowledge. 



(signed)] 

Special .*^ent, F.B.I. 

Special Agent, F.B.I," 
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REs/.JOHI^ L. LET.VIS, ET AL 


r^'v , 



INT7JIVIE,; '.TITH 






\ 





Sprin, 

py Special 'A gonts 

He was coopora^tivc 
iness inasTJuch as he has difficult; 
a naturalized U. S. Citizen with 



vas inter- 
and 
3 not be- 

■kin g and 
irth. 



lieved he will oakc a gDJn 
underst .ndin^i English. Ho 
K: has no knoim criianai record and he supplied the following signed statoiiient 

"Springfield, 111. 

Scptenb»ir 12, 1943 

nako the follc^/ing voluntary state- 
ment to have ivdentifiod themselves 

to r..c; Ca op!*c5!irgonts of tfL^^oeral^uroa^of Investigatio'.. No threats or 
promises of any kind have been made to get no to make a st tenont and I do so 
knowing it my bo used in a court of law. 

"I was born ^ Aoerica inj 

I became a naturalized c^^er^^j^b^^^reason of ny father obtaining his 
citizenship in U. S. I served in the U. S. >imy during "orld i<ar #1. 



"I began working in cor.l mines when I was ^Byrs. old and at Dawson 
Ii:U^I Joined U.M.h’, at that tine. I st^irted working at Nine "B" about 
I knJi'J of no trouble at Mine "B" iintil PMA. was formed in 1932. 

I from U.M.'e', to P.H.ii, in 1932 bocause the whole local to which X 

belonged changed to P.M.A, and P,M,.i. had the contract with Mine "B". F.MrA, 
seemed tj get along as well at Mine "B" as U.M.t?. did and there was no tr-3uble 
up until the time of the strike in 1937. There was vor;.'' little difference in 


U.M 


and P.M.i.. that I could see during that time. 


”IED spring of 1937 I rei-jcmber the mine wcjnt on strike and I was 
drivin c.ntr;’'. The men all wmicod out because P.}I.A. and Elshoff c:3uld not 
a, TOC on the wage scale and b , cause Elshoff and Falsetti refused to fire 
so!.K3 men who had been cxpcllc;.’. from P.H.a, but I don't kn ftj %vhj' they were 
expelled. I did not attend any uoetin,;s when tlicy v/ero expelled, 

"I signed a petiti m for P.K.a, shortlj' after the nine shut djwn 
to sh'jw that P.Ih.i,. had a majority of the workers at the nine. 

"..bout a week after the nine "B" shut d.7wn I got a Job at Old ¥est 
nine and worked there until Mine *B" reopened. I got a transfer to the P.K.A. 
Ixal at Old Vi'est at that ti-.io. I did not picket at Mine "B" because I was 
working at Old Tfest, 

"I voted in the N.L.R.B. election in Dee. 1937 which P.M..., won by 
a lar*,o majority. This was a fair and square election as far as I know. 
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RE I JOHN L. LE:.IS, ET 



INTERVTE.^’ '..TTH "When LUnc "B" opened up in 1939 j Old 17est Mine was not work- 
ing and uhen I got a letter iron i^lshoff telling ne that 
Mine ^’:)Uld open and that I could bel ong to either 
or UiHs'i* I vjcnt back tv'' work as PsIUii.: After I started 

back t> work at Mine ’♦B", Joe **lbancse, Andre^t Skrelovicue j Pete Carter, 

Doninic Pasqualc, Frank Austin, Torcr Plotch, John (Cotton) Ananias, John 
Sirt'ut, George & Enorj' Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, and Jin Hale were attempt- 
in to or. anize for at llinc "B”, Tony Plotch and J oo ^lbf,nese cane to 

roy h 1 US.; and tried get ne t ’ join U.K.' *. I said I was satisfied with P.l'.A, 
and intendc'i to sti-y as 1 ono. as I c 'uld, Tony Plotch t :ld uc if I 'lidn't join 
U.i’.'r. , Aish )ff ni.'ht close the nine d.oi7n altogether. “ few days later they 
cajje tkock and t<jld no I better join U.l!.'.'. while I coull anl I wouldn’t 
have t > oay anj,'' initiation fee. I told then ”no” and that I was still satisfie? 
with F.'i.ii. 


"After several nen ':ot beat u -■ at the 'dne, I got scared and when 
Toitj’- Plotch and Joe '‘Ibaneso cane out to ny house the third tine, I signed 
up with U.i;,V.', because I was afraid I would get beat up too. If I hadn’t beerj 
scared, I would still bcloii to After I si.iied up with TJ.l!,’.'. I worked’ 

ab ’ut ei ht months and qu^t because they v;ero puttin-, tv.-o nen in a room and I 
had a bad room and couldn t make any money, I voted in the second N.L.R.B. 
election which U.I’sVu 'won by a pretty close rjajority, The reason that D,MA7, 
won this clecti jn was be&'iuso they he'd tired a lot of nen from out of the stato 
and in ither parts of the state who were U,K..i', 

"After I quit at Mine "B", I was out of work for about a year and then 
I went b,ck t.> Mine "B" and worked for two or three months. I quit a ^ain be- 
cause I had a bad room an;I couldn’t nakt any noncy, I had to a new 
initiation fee when I went back. 


"T h.ivo n t been at Mine "B" since and an noi? warkin ; at Old T7est 


Mine. 



"If I had ny free ch .icc of a univ)n I would choose P.M.A. 

"I liavG htid this 3a pa,.,!-' statement read to ne Ity 7i,.ont ^^d- 

it is true anl correct to the bast if knowledge." 


"ITitncssodi 


/s/ 



, Special ii -ent, F.B.I. 
pc-cisl Agent, F.B.I." 
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REi JOHN L. LSTIS. ET AL 



”Springfi®ld, 111. 
September 12« l9iS 



of the Fsderel Bureau of Inveetigatacaa. No threats 
or promises of any kind were made to cause me to make this statement. 

bom I fSrst 

working in the mines i^Ranse^B^o^^^^^^^TnSgthe United Him 
Workers of America at that time. I began at lline 3 in 1934 changing 
over to Progressive Hine Workers of Anerioa at that time. So far as I 
was concerned PMa and the Mine 3 officials seemed to be getting along 
alright* 


caused the strike and never saw or heard of any trouble at the nine 
leading up to the strike. I have no knowledge of any tllfliK. spies or 
organisers being at the mine before the strike and dcaa’t recall any 
trouble over wages or anything about a temporary wage contract and an 
argument about retroactive back pay. After the strike occurred I only 
returned to the mine once and that ims to get my pay. I don't recall 
signing any petitions for any union after the strike and nerver took 
pert either in the picketing or the set dovm strike out at Mine fi. 


so enployed over since, with the exception of a few months in the vdntor 
of 1942 when I was employed at Mine a. 

’*l7hen Mine B opened up again I never went back and I have 
never been back there since. 

"I never attended any PLii*. union meetings and didn't know 
very many of tho minerAf 1 don't remember or know JOE aLBaITBSB, 


"At the time of the strike in 1937 I was driving entry in Box 


i at Mine B, witl 
strike until we 



f ■'fe didn't even know about the 
quitting time. I dcn't know what 


"l don’t remember voting in the N.L.R.5. eleotlos« 

"After the strike I started working on my fum and have been 



T’s T t ! n I. m . T 

tC£i$ tliOia JUm IdJS^IXD Ai JiX,, 


INTSKVIEff '71 TH 



SCHRELEVIOUS, PCtilNIC Pi*SQUhLE, PETE GiOirai, 
FIWTK AUSTIN, TCKY PLOTCH, JOHIJ aJWIIaS, JOHII 
SIRTOUT, GECiiGE and HIORY tlh.CA'iA.Y, CHaRLBS 
BOH*iNOSv (3J'iLIiJ7 QlEEtl) or JiuIES H(iLE. 


**1 have had read the above one and three quarters 

pages of statennint to me* Tn^sameis true and correct end 1 do herely 
sign my name. 



'*‘7itnesBedt 


C, ^‘..1 1. r.TJ T 

J XU A jr*j*i* 

Special Agent, F,3.I 


It 



RZt JOHN L. LEl'nS, ET aL. . ^ 


INTSRVIF/ ’7ITH 


A preliininary interview Tifes 
on j^ents^P 


, and t;n^5Prinrrie^ uinoe* 

_On S eptember 15, 1943 ajlothar 

IlllnoiB by Special a^ent a^wjuc^xme a 

sipinea statement was obtained from hiiaT^ 



set oufTh the statement* present he is worJcing at 
IIlinolB, and living at there* Ho’vvevor in ev6nt 

his work takes hitt els ewhe r^n^ria^o^io^ t ed through the people at 
his legal at |PP|||P|m|^pp^mmp^ Spriz^field* 

'is intelligent, cooperative, and should n^-ke e 

good witness# he has advised that he has never been arrested, and was 
not oonneoted in any wey with the mine bombing case# He was named 
in the Federal injunction obta ined by EL5H0FF in November of 1937^ 
but was never cited for contempt in connection with this injunction* 

It was noted during the interview that he had some difficulty in 
es tablishi ng^ the exact dates of seme of the conferences with ELS HOFF# 
statement is as followsi 


?optem 


Illinois, 
7^15, 194S 


ment to Special iigen 
get ion# 




n^ke the following voluntary state- 
of the Federal Bureau of Invest i- 


Spring field, Illinois, 

T *4^1 T*+:or^ 


working in ooST'5^1^ or Lig©* and oon'tinuBd 
this occupation until about throe years ago. I s tarted worklnc for 
the Mine 3 Coal Coiapuz;y, Springfield, Illinois 

that time the mine was being run ey CiJtL H» I 

was a member of the l&iited Mine Workers of Juneriou hereafter referred 
to as the IMlkj however I never held uny official position in this 
union. In the smuner and fall of 1932, I joined with the movement 
which resulted in the organisation of the Progrossive Mine Workers of 

F \ _ A.± JV Ji ^ T&r:J;. T ^ i. ^ 4 

Amorxoa nercuixor roxorroa xo uric f~raTv\* x uxu 4xwv «**# 

part in the organisation of the Hfla, but when local nianber 64 of tho 
PMh. which was formed and which had jurisdiction over the ?lino B, Coal Co., 
I joined it. Local nunber 64 voted unaniiaouBly to go Progressive with 


- 25 - 


X 



c 


RH* JOHN L. LE?nS, ET aL 


INTERVIE.7 ’HTH 


one exoeption— a man by the name of 



» 

;/ 


get along very 

but the 8© 

■were settled in the due oourse of negotiations^ without any inter- 
ruption of work* Most of our dealings wore urith OSOhR ?aLCETTI, the 
super intend ant of the Mine* 

"One day early in April 1937, TOtlY PLOTCH oamo up to me in 
the wash house at the mine and said ’do you know that ure are not going 
to get any haok pay for the time that we ha-ve worked frcin April 1.'* 

I said, ^ho told you were not going to get any ro'broaotive pay*' 

Z Ji n W,. T n^tfirr* T T 

XIC L rXLXA/ilj J. 1 Ulit? O i XXi. WllU Uli L liJUU UIIU » X UiiVXk 

said W 0 ■will go over and see that superintendent* 1 went over with 
PLOTCH and a bunoh of other fellows* I asked FaLCETTI if he told 
PLOTCH that we were not going to get any retroactive pay* FaLCETTI 
said that he did not tell him in those words that he was not going 
to get it, but told PLOTCH that he did not see how the miners were 
going to get tho book pay under the agreement that ELSHCFF had signed* 
Then Faloetti showed me the oontraot^ and asked ihe if I saw anything 
in the agreement that said the minors were going to get book pay* I 
said that I did not know anything about that; that it was up to the 
officials of the Union to decide things like that * After that con* 
ferenco I went wit h the Pit Coinmitte e composed of | 

to see board menb^ l or buf^ 

tr us thc^^oontroo? ho signed with ELSHCFP was bind* 
for retroaotivo back pay, Arrongeraeuts we re made for 
to oome out and talk to the men the next morning* oome 

out to the mine the next morning and told the men that the^^^re going 
to Jet retroactive pay, und that ELSHOFF ufould have to live up to his 
contract* On this morning PJtttSTTI and the bosses refused to let the 
man go down Into the mine saying thi^t it was too late to go to work* 

The time to begin work work was 8 AM, and the time that the bosses 
refused to let us work wag before 8 clock* On the follcmlng day 

_^.J- A ^ S ^ ^ X ^ A X J J Xa XV« A «n.4 X A 

o^mu ou^ una saw wub vxio men wuxiv/ uvnxi joiuv 

oper^l* After I hod woi^ 0 d~a -while this doy I received word thot I tnd 
the Pit Conmii-tte were wanted ctn top* Ue went up t^nd found a group 
of men, TCI7Y PL'StCH, iJ7DY SKR3LBVIEDS, JOE aLB^JIBEJE, IXMENIC Bi^CJOuLB* 
PETS Carter, and o few other people* On this day these men who werw 
later tried and found to be active *ho the again stated that 

we were not going to get any retroaotl-Te pay, and this tiroe they hod- 
yellow pieces of paper which they had to support their story -which 
they said they got from the coal occipi.vny* I again wont to PiXCETTI’S 
office with these men* Paloetti oontinnued to say that he did not tell 
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REi JOHN L. LSnS, ET iiL. 


INTSRVIET MTH 


(continued) 


them they were not going to got retrototive i»y, but 
Etgain produced the ocoitruot t*nd tsked if tiny pro- 
v5- s i ons 0 o\iXd I?© l^ound ^ 3-i*^ rotsTOtot 

pny» These fellcnvs wore trying to strike the mine* , 
Frcam then on until the strike on May 12, 1937, these men did not work 
much* They would hong Ground the top of the inin© trying to talk to 
any one who would listen to them, und some days they did not even go 
down* 


’’I/iter in ii^pril or the first of May 1937, we expelled five 
of these men who wore trying to strike the mine; thoy were FRtJTK 


.TTQTTT 


TONY PLOTGH, --.NDRE?! SKRSLSyFTSIUS, 


JOE ->d3>JJ^E,Gnd PSTE GuRTSt* 
At this time we were working under a closed shop contract with llino B 
which provided that no one except those who belong to the could 
work at the mine* On the morning of liay 12, 1937, after those men 
h^d been oxcellod frotn the union, I and and the Pit Committee wont to 
FjilCETTI and stated that these men wore no longer progressive 
minors, and under the contrac t were no longer entitled to work at 
Mine B* F/^^LCETTI said VHB according to the labor board or the 
Wagner act, I cannot sto^xnose mon frm going to work* If I do I will 

-< v^ Wt K? - f T ^ V»n 4- T /1 4 +-.Vk4vilr +Vin+: +:Vir+: WiH fin^r+.Vt ^ m cr +:n rt 

with tho closed shop contract* He suid that it was not for mo to do 
any thinking about it* He said that ho was not going to stop those 
five men fretn going to work if they wanted to* I later brought this home 
to F^LCETTI when ho had signed a contract with tho IMii and refused to 
put R4/t men to work because ho had such a c ontract* A t thr^t time 
he would not even answer mo* I then called up and told 
him what had happened cane out and ELSHOPF * IHjSHQPF 

supDorted his superintfflaon^^iLCETTI relative to putting the non baok 


Wn 


^1A 


'»iA+: r. wi ■♦rVk lii 

^e>* “■ 


f_ +: /1 1 V 


:hen wanted him to write up tho case in acoordanoo with previous 
prccedlTrc, and ELSHCFF refused* He was contending that it would bo a 
violation of the 'ifcgner ^ot to discharge the five mon. Ha agreed how- 
ever to see his lawyer and give a definite t4nsv/er at 2 PM that after 
noon* When wo met him that afternoon, he started raising oain about the 
short of c oal com ing up out of the mine, and refused to deal 

with us at all* then went out and told tho check woighnan and 

engineer that ELiffl^^nad refused to negotiate any further with him* 

X lUJ unc fic7 

happened* The men oaine out of tho mine. 


M ^ ^ A #4 /'lunn M A ^ ^ r a 4 

XiV/ VU uwnxx VI iw J.UWU 


"After this there was some picketing at the mine for a 
period of about throe weeks* It was during this time that a 
petition was oiroulatod among the employees of the mine to see if they 
wanted to be represented by Hii* 4*.pproxinutoly 412 men Bign<>d the 
petition out of a possible 450 or 460* The next tine that I recall 
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REi JOHN L. L371S. ET aL* 



INTERVIgy MITH 


seeing ELSKOFF was around the 23, 24 or E5th 
of May 1937, when I went down with the others to 
get my pay oheok# At this time ELSHOFF was also 
handing out hand bills iidiioh purported to see 


out the contraotuGl agreanent with the Mi., but left out on important 
part of that agreement, iwr ound the middle of July 1937 I, wad 

the oit conmittee went to see ELSHOFF- Vie took the petitio^^Ii^I^^* 



had been signed by the men* I told ELSHOFF that I had a petition 
which had been signed by the employees of that mine stating that they 
desired to be represented by the FM/i as a oolleotive bargaining agency* 
ELSHOFF said that ho did not doubt our word that all the signatures 
wero legitimate. F^iLCETTI took it, looked at the pages, t^nd said that 
some of the Bomes on the petition were on TMt* cards* ElSHOFF asked if 
he oould keep the petition for a few days* I said that would be all 
right if he gave me a receipt for it. He and FaLCETTI went out of the 
rocri for u few minutes and then came book with a letter typed out 
aokncfwlodging the receipt of the petition but n ‘ 


labor board, and if the board decided against the PMSIh, the I2nioii 
would stand any expense for baok salary and the like for which the 
company might b€» liable for discharging the five men. During all 
this time EISHOPT and Fji.LCETTI did not seem to be particularly disturbed 
over the fact t^iat the mine was not workingj In fact they seemed to be 
pleased. Tie tried time and time again to meet with then but E15HQFF 
would be out of town, or he oould not be located. After this meotiiig 
in June I was out of the mine and saw sene of the top bosses taking 
the mules out of the mine. I told FaLCSTTI thtxt the work belong to 
our men, but ho said tJ^t it did not amount to much. 


OSCLiR F..LDETTI followed 

the band wagon, thf^t the mine was going i toia xaaz 

the men had elecfted me and that I was going to stick with then in the 
progressives. 


the signatures, 
would not signed 



spoke to ELSHOFF about 




’'I also rooall a meeting with ELSHOFF early in June 1937 at 



^’Sometima bel 
and I went into 
and others were 
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REi JOHN !• ISnS, ET .wL. 



in August 1937, I went out to the 

mine with o talk to ELSHGFP about signing ^ 
oontrtiot* the spokesman# Eli? HOFF refused to sign a oon** 
tract, und soidtmt if he decided to sign a oontraot he would get 



in touch with us# Ve, later in i^ugust, went book to get the petition 
that had been given to ELSHOFF in July 1937# HjH^H&gain talked to 
ELSHOFF about signing oontraot, but he again reKsea# He said that when 
he signed a oontraot it would be with a union, but did not say what 
union# 


election at Mine B to dotemine who the nen wanted to reprosont them^ 
or EEiiUIvDSCSj did not want an election, saying thfit he 

had a contract and would put the mino to work# ^7e produced our 
evidence in tho fom of petitions and the like, and asked EDi!I]in)BO!T 
to do the sarie# jlH-JUNDSOlT refused to present any evidence to show that 
the men desired to represent then, saying that he would do it at the 

right time# 


tho nine was going to open and that thoy would need about 50 nen to 
open tho nine# I led about 200 enployoos, nonbors of out to the 

mine that noming, and approached Paloetti# I asked Palootti how many 
men he v/:^.ntod; ho said ho needed around 50# I said *I got then out 
here in all olassifioations#* Faloetti said that he was not going to 
put any body to work but United Mine ’^forkers# I renin od him about his 
orevious contention about tho labor board \fheti we wanted him to put 
the nine buck to work without the mon who had boon expelled fron 
in May 37# Faloetti said that it was difforont now* Faloetti said ^how 
do I know that all the men out there are all progressive! there may be 
some United Mine IVorkers among them#* I said * I will prove that to 
you Oscar* and then I called men through the office and askod them 
who they wanted to work under# Thoy all said progressive# Faloetti 
then wanted to stop this procession, and I said that I was doing this to 
prove to him that the men wanted to work at ho said all right, 

let them come on through# He refused to let any of thorn work however 
unless he was a United liine ^forker# About 10 or 12 men wont down into 
the mine that day. Later FaLCETTI oamo out and asked ne to clear the 
way; that he wt^nted to put some men to work# I said * all right bring *' 
them on out, no one will bother then#* He took the twelve men who hed \ 
been expelled down to work# 



”Late in September 1937, it wr*s ajinounood in the papers that 
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Re I ;#JHK L. LBTIS.^T aL 


+:ViA lTiHir'4T fnrrt*n^Ti«p T fieffi^n nr«n4: rti*4^ 

■ *-•« f — '- 

with thecip and told hlin thut we were ready to go 
to work* The twelve sen were tt^re but no attempt 
was Slide to put them to work* Prom that tine 
on until we were enjoined in Federal Court late in November 1937 we stayed 
out there at the mine night and day to protect our Jobs* It was rumored 
about this time that was going to bring some strike breakers to 

put the mine to work* 

^^.T*iv ^ n October 193? X with ctnd the Pit Cossiittee 

had a meeting with Elshoff relative to mine back to work* 

This wus during the tiM T»dien negotiations wore being oarriod on to 
out the mine to work for a oertatn number of iays^ then hold an 
election* Tfo felt that some progress was made on this date, but nothing 
ever came of it# 


7>JT1?JPVTTJ*7 ^ riTP 
I continued ) 



was 

voted however 


tine of the eleotion* I 


TVit c wj . p: 





'^/e won the election, and were certified on J anuanr‘4^ 1957 < 

The mine t ried to open on this morning* I went ou^v^h | 

and others* The United States would nd1 

go^on down to the mine* 1 went on down I ventxn with the pit 
oorruLittee to see F^JiCETTI, saying that v/e had the men to go to work and 
that we had been recognised by the KIRB as the bargaining union* 

FaLCBTTI said that he was not recognising any one but Iftiited Mine T^orkers# 

•P V. « r* TJ.. 1 T'O *01 >T>T iT?T T J>tr /ljn,jA T e 'I 1 r%i^ 7 *7 Q Tfta fi* - t 

UViiSfciiAl Vit , O VI jjjf Vi«v *V* A, V iJ VI ^ I *w V w* w 

said FaLCETTI let^s 

not have an^argroenf^^^soi^^Tner^^^^going to be any argument* 

OSCaiH, do yo u refus e to recognise my non and let them go to work here?* 

He said I am not reoogniring onycaae but IMite^Mine^/orkera*’ . 

Among t hose pr eseByttui t morning were the expelled men,fl||HHHH^^ 

HjjH *^'fell I guess that Is | 

oar und left* The mine shut down end did not 
operate any more until November of 1939# 



’'./e had heard tlu. 


J^^*bout the middle of iiarch 1938, I withj 
Tfent out to the mine to see ELSHOFP* 

^ine was working# ELSHOFF met us and said MJhut are you doing out 
here; don't you know there's on injunction against you*' I suid 'not 
when you come out on business#' ELSHOFF said ' you have not got any 
business out tore with me*' I said no, but I have some with your 
superintendent# I asked FaLCETTI who hud loaded the props on the oars^ 
stating that" if there was any work at the mine we were entitled to it 


_ ^ j _a 


unoer 'cne Kiittu ruling* rAii/niii st^ia "cnu-c wu» j-ag/ii*, uuv uxi^»^u uiw 



( 




RE I JOHN L# LbVilS, iiT aL# 


INTERVIJT'^ :?ITH 



boss es had loaded the props# He notified 

of the result of our talks with Fi^LCETTI# 


do not reoall any o ther m eetin gs with offioia lq of the 
mine that date* HHjHjBHjjjHflH but 

before my term expired, ^xukin^uyoar^ou^ofthQ looul, and getting 
e j ob u 1 B cwhero * 


havo read this statement which consists of 9 pages and 
to the best of my memory it is true* 


^Signed 



^Titnossed 


c 


RE: JOHi: L. LET.nS, ET AL 



F, Springfield, 

inois , rias interview ed, at his resi dence on September 5 » 
1943, Special Agents and 


IlvlRVIE' . '.TITi; 


is native born and speaks very good mngiisn.- HofW- 

ever, he stated that he does not vvant to testify in court because he does 
not viant to get into trouble. Ke said that were it not for the »ar and his 
feeling that he lias a patriotic duty to "work in a mine, he wou^ibe living 
in a horae for li^orld liar Veterans. Throughout the interviewJHjlHfvjas quite 
nervous. He said that on several occasions he has been in ^a^^^cause of 


The following signed statement was obtained from 



roade to me. 


••September 5j 1943 
Springfield, 111. 

make the following voluntary statement to 

vhora I know to be Special Agents of the 

nvestigaxiOji,“ of ov/n free will, with no threats or 



"I am presently living at 
and ar.i working at Mine B. I was borr 

I joined the united Mine u'orkers in XXXinois, and re^ 

raained a member until 1932, when I jo^iea the Progr essive Mine Tfor kers of 
America, at Mine B, where I had been employed since j 

never held an office in any union. In 1932, John L. leui^agreecr to a wage 
cut for the miners, 10^ at first, later 50 ^. The men became dissatisfied, 
and started the P.M.A, I felt as the rest of the miners did, and joined 
the F.M.A. voluntarily’'. From 1932 until 1937, there were no strikes at 
the riine, no trouble of an;'' kind T?ith the management, and the men seemed 
to be satisfied with tiiu '.*ag the F.M.A. was being run. I didn't go to wery 


ijFaig 




I -L ■* 


meei.ln^Sj du^ i never neard ox any T-rOuDie Dev./eeii T/iie oxxicers 


and members of the union. As far as I knov/, the men were free to get up 
at the meetings and speak their mind, and therf i;ere no railroading methods 
used to try to get tlie men to do -uhat the officers of F.M.A. v/anted them 
to do. During the period from 1932 until 1937, I don't renenber anything 
happenin'; which would sho^; favoritism for U.M.F'. on the part of the management. 


"I heard that some men at Mine B were trying to pull P.M.A. men over 
to U.M.’'h before the strike. None of these men talked to me, and I know 

VcLj.A.tJ'a -i. iicdi a bnd u ncitr <. f urcii tAuxiig oumv 

of them being an Italian called Sammy,*, a Cotton, bohannon. Hale, Plotch, 
Carter, Austin, the Sirtout boy, and one of the Jacaways. I would see them 


ZZ . 


t 
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BE! JOHN L. LE7..1S, ET AL 


I^^rERVIE■.■; jIth 


(continued) 



talking ivith men around the nine, and 
knev/ they were trying to get men for 
the U. II. Tj. , but I never heard nhat 


they 'icere saying, and, as I said, none of then ever contacted me, because 
they knev that I I'ould do "hat ever the majority of the men Tiould do. I 
v;as satisfied v;ith the P.I'.A., the men v;erc treated squarely by the 
officers, and the officers were tr^jtng to do their best for the miners. 

’•I didn't go to the P.M.A. moeting the night before the strike, don't 
kno'j v'hat \Mcnt on at the meeting, and had no advance notice of the strike. 

I first heard of the strike in the Tfash house on the day of the strike. 

I heard that the strike T;as called because Elshoff refused to fire the twenty 
seven men v;ho had been trying to pull men aviay from the P.M.A. into the 
U.K.",. The p.M.A. v;anted him to fire the men, and he refused. The wage 
scale dispute had notliing to do with the strike. I went back home that day, 
and stayed home the next day. 

"A little bit after ths strike started, two F.M.A, men. 


That suniTier I heard that a U.l'.IT, local liad been organized, but no one 
tried to g^t me to join it. 

"I don't remember getting any notice of the mine o;x:ning up in Septembw. 
of 1937 . I heard aoout the picket line, and went out voliintarily, I 
heard that the reason for the picketing was tliat the mine tried to reopen 
with U.i;.'..'. men, I was on the picket line for some time and fired the 
boilers to keep the vash house warm. Hobodj- told me to fire the boilers 
but I did it to have something to do. I think that the federal injunction 
was got:.cn so tho F.ll.A, men would have to get out, and U.K.T.', men could 
get into the .ain ;. I liave no facts to back this up. 

"I don't remember any attempts to open the mine in Deceraber 1937, 
or January, 1938. ‘In December of 1937 there was a union election. I got 
word of it from a F.h’.A. man, and saw a notice of it in the paper. There 
was no pressure put on me to vote a certain way. I voted for P.II.A, be- 
cause I knew it was the i.vijority, and was satisfied with it. 

"From the fall of 1937 until the mine opened in 1939, I worked on 
T.P.A., and had no interest in lline B or the xinions. No one saw me during 
tills tine about either iinion. In the fall of 1939 I got a notice througji 
the nail about the mine opening, and telling me when to report back to 
work. I went back soma tine after the mine o;.oned, as it was in pretty bad 
shape when it opened, I was still a member of the F.M.A. when I went back 
to work, I changed over to the U.M.T.'. just before the election in 1941. I 
could see that they ^/ero going to get the majority, and signed to keep them 
off cy shoulders. I didn't liave any preference either wa;-. Jinny Hale 



louse, and asked me which union I 
and siijied a paper they had with them 
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HE: JOHM L. EHT-IS, ET AL 


. 'T~'OTTTTr ^ “ r 
A .JalY * 1^- 

( continued) 
trouble, an: 


I had seen one fella^v, 


1 i/:i T r\ 


M lTCli-7 


asked ne if I didnH yi^nt to sign up, 
and I did*_ I didn't want to have anj 
after he was supposed to 


have bcGii beaten uo over union trouble. 


^In Februar;^ of 1941, at the election, I voted for the U.ILTT. , be- 
cause I felt the loajority of the nen vent U.IhT. Many of the old F.H.A* 
men were gone, and tlie had pushed a lot of new raen in. Sometime 

after the roi no r e o ot- nod,! s av? give s ono chocks, ye 11 ov»' one § * 

the sar.c color as tliose used and two others, 

vhosc names I don't kneiv, I believe these cneck^vere given on a regular 
mine ^^ay day, but I don't icnoYr v;hat they vere for. It might have been 
that he iiad just picked up their checks for them, and was giving them to the 
men, I ii^d an idea that some of the men were being paid for their 
autlioritios, but I don't hav^ anj^thing to back it up* 


"EhJLring the picketing, at first, Elshoff would let P.II.A. go to the 
bottom of the sliaft for coal to heat t!ic boilers, but after a short time 
he stopped that, and the men brought their ofvvn coal. 


"I hiav. had the foregoing, consisting of approximt..ly five pages, 
read to me, and state that it is the truth to the best of knavlcdgc,** 


"^*.itnosses: 




Special Agents, F.B.I, 
Springfield, 111," 




c 


f 

V 


Re: JOHN L, LEF7IS, ET AL 


INTERVIEV7 '.TITH 



'» By 

United St3.tos~Tn^^^^Pand becanG a u. y. iitiifift ifi 

Spr in;;f icld ^ Illinois. He speaks and \inderstands English 'well and would 
nake a satisfactory witness for what information he oan furnish* Ho advised 
he has no criminal record. 



gave the follo’wing signed statement: 


"Springfield « 111* 
Sept. 11* 1943 



"I, 

statei/icnt to 

Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
threat, force or promise of any kind. 

"I was born in 
I became a U# S. C it iron "In 



III ., make tho following voluntary 
whom I kno'W to be Special 
I make it without foar of 


and came to the U* S. in 
in 


•t-T ^ ^ 4- . 1 ^ i » ^ » J ..H. ^ ^ I ^ ^ rr o 4^ 

X IXTSL/ UL^UrijUU Ws^rA-XU^ XII JUXU^ O XII i/XIU M* O* 

111, I was then a member of the United ”inc T.'o rkers of America Union. I 
started working in the L'ine "B" in 1932 I joined tho 

Progressive Kine workers of America Unlo^oocauso I did not like the activi- 
ties of John L. Lewis, especially when ho refused to abide by the refcrrenduni 
vote. No one in any v;ay forced or threatened me to join R<IA, I took no 
active part in the orgoniiing of FUA and I have never held an office in aiqy 
union. 


"During the time from 1932 to I'ay of 195? I never notiood any etrikes 
or close downs duo to labor trouble at Kine "B"-. I noticed no attempts by 
any company officials to discredit the FKk or in any way shov; favor to 
either PUA or UlSiJ. No effort was made to got mo to join U1C7. ^Hiring this 
time bctv;ocn 1932 and Kay 1937 I thought the PI,!A was a good and honest union. 

I thought the Pl^A officials were honest and I noticed no special assess- 
ments of an unusual nature. There were no efforts by PliA to keep the men in 
line because they all soemod satisfied^ I romeinber reading of some benibing 
cases during this time but I knew nothing about them, therefore I cannot say 
whether or not the trial's wore fair-. 
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Rci Jom L. Li:,VIS, ET AL 


IWTggjngt^^lTi^^^^'During this same time I never noticed nny attempts 
|HH UT.I^ to organize at Mine *B"« 1 never saw ai^ IJiW 

(continuoG^^^^^^^^ picket lines and I never saw any tM7 lltoraturot 

"I never heard anythin’ about any DiiTv spies in PMA. I did not 
attend a FJ^A meeting on Jday 11, 1937, the night before the strike* 

"On Hay 12, 1937, I went to work as usual as a digger. In the 
early afternoon the driver told us we were to come out, I did not know 
why we were called out but I hoard later that the President of our IMA 
local called us out because the company refused to fire some men who had 
organized a DM*T local. These men weret Joe Albanese, Andy SchreleviouS| 
Dominic Fasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, a Jacaway^ 

Bowling green Bohannon and Jim Hals, I went right home on May 12, 1937 and 
came back to work the next day, but we never went down into the mine and 
I heard we would not until these men wore either fired or went back to PMA, 
1 heard there was also some retroactive wage trouble at this time, but I 
did not think that was the reason for the strike. 


”At no time after F.ay 12, 1937 was I ever notified to cone to work 
at Kine ’’B" until in Nov, of 1939. I know there was a picket line at Mine 
"B" by PMA in about Sept, of 1937, but I was not out there the day it 
started, and I was in it only about two days. 


"During the summer of 1937 I roracEibor I signed cither two or three 
FHA petitions, I never signed any UIGT petition, I nover attended many union 
meetings because I lived so far away, and I do not remombor attending 6iny 
meetings while the llinc "B" vjas closed. 


"In Nov, of 1939, I got notice from the Company that the Mine 
was going to reopen, and so I went back to work there. I g>t ny old room 
back. I was still a member of PMA and nothing was said to me about unions i 


"From the time I went back to work in Nov, of 1939 until I joined 
CK-T after Feb, of 1941, no one at any time over tried to got me to join 
UM>V in any way, I was never forced or threatened in any way and I did not 


see any organizing going on out there, I heard] 
were organizing, but I never saw them organizing* 


and 



"I never saw any fights but one, when' 
fought one day. But I do not know wly they were fig 
were beat up but I never saw any of this , 


ng, 


[and ‘ 

I hoard Boms la^ 


"I voted in a National Labor Relations Board Election in about 
Dec, of 1937 when PMA beat UMT?. I thought it was a fair election and no 
one forced or threatened me in any way, I also voted in the NUIB election 
in about Feb, of 1941 when UMTJ won, I |vas not forced or threatened in any 
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Re I L, LE^IS, ET AL 


way and I thought it was a fair election.* I voted 
FKA at that tine, hut whon I eaw after tho election 
that DMTT had the majority, I joined ttie UM!T» I had 
no trouble at all, 

"’.,'hon the I'ine "B" re-opcned in 1939 I did not notice that there had 
been any fires, hut I did notice there had been nany cave ins. In fact the 
section known as the *Main South* had all caved in* 

"I prefer 7VA over BET, but I believe in majority rule and that 
was the reason I went BET7, 



'’This statement of four pages has been read to ne and it is true 
and correct to the host of ry knowledge* 



(signed) 


^TIT^lESS . 

cial Agent, F.B.I. (signed) 
Special Agent F,B. I. "(signed) 
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Re: JO-IN L. LET-TS, ST /i 



said he was never arrested, ^^^^^■|||■|■■■■ 
had to act as interpreter during the intomriew, ^Hj^^Bcxocuteotne 
folloiftdng signed statenent. 


"Springfield, XU. 
September 12, 1943 


taril; 

solve: 



Ho threats or promises have been made to nc to obtain this statement. 


■'I don't re. lember ■nhon I first joined the United I-'ine '‘orkers. 
In 1932 I joined the ’THnr> iorkers of i*jnerica. I started 


joined the U.m,* 7. at lii 

"I quit ’.Torking at kino 3 because some persons, unknoiTn to ne, 
stole ny tools and poATdor so often that I had to q\xit. I couldn’t 
make a living at ’"ine 3. Uso, I irould load my cars and would send it 

to be -ifoighod, but I vfould never get credit for some of those cars, 

I think that sone one wis stealing my checks off ny cars, and then 

put a different chock on the car. I don’t knoiT who rras doing this to 

me. I wasn't raking any mon.yat lime B so I had to quit. 

"Several times sone men whose names I don't know told me that I 
would get beaten up if I did not join U.II.'7. Ihey also said that If 
I didn't join U.LI.'t, I would lose ny job. I signed up Tdth U.IJ.T. 
after I line B reopened only because of those throats. 

"Alter the U,!I. 1 . obtained the rij^t to bargain for the miners 
at Mine B in 1941, my cars irould weigh the sarao, but I would not got 
credit for all the cars I loaded. 

*»I liked the P.II.A. better than because P.M.A. never 

cheated me, and al\vays treated nc better than U»Ii.7. 

'■At present I am employed in the Old ,bst Kino, and am a member 
of P. II. A. _ there. 



Springfield, 111, 
eSe to the Ihitcd States 


to work at Mine B about 



I don't remomber I'daen I re- 



c 



Ro: JOHN L. LFTTIS, ^ LL, 



"This statoncnt consising of this and one^ther_l|^<i- 
writtun pages has been explained to ne by | 
and I state that it is true to the best of ny knovrledge 
and recollection. 



'’’•fitn' 

/3/ 

Special /.gents, F.3, 1, 
Springfield, 111," 
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Re: <K?Hf3 L. Lt-mlo, LT AL, 



Springfield, 

on Sep te mber 17 , 

by Special 

[was cooperative, but it isno^Delieved be 

would make a good witness inasiniicha^iehas only a very limited know- 
ledge of the f.tine B situation. no known criminal record* 

He furnished the following criim^alrecora. 




voluntaril y gi ve the following 
and 


"Springfield, 111. 
Septen3t)er 17, 1943 

Springfield, 
0 ijpecial Agents 
No threats or promises of 


ar*y Kina were maae X/O cciu^se me uq uiix£> is iici 


"I was bom in 

working in the mines abour ^oing up wii 
I can remember. I began to work at Line B about J 
1937, I am presently unemployed. 



I first s tarted 
■A about m^s best 
fend qu^^lfay 12, 


"fhe trouble in 1932 and the start of the Progressive Uhion 
was caused by John L, Lewis trying to lower our wages and dictate to 

T c 4 t-i iJ V^aTr-a 

»ir>i ^ 1 atli ^ Ixx O * A ^ ^ a. * ^ ^ i-Ki T W UT'-- W ^.k ^ m wu 4^ v w \.a • ■— 

union was fine and dandy and got along swell at i£Lne B until the trouble 
in 1937. 


"I don't know what caused the strike at Mine B or, liay 12, 1937 
but do recall that we didn't load full cars that day. 

"I remember signing a PM petition at PMA Hall showing that I 
favored TUk shortly after the strike. 

"I don't know what started the picketing and Sit Down strike out 
at iiine B but I was there most of the time and was there when we were 
put off by Injunction, 

"I voted in the N.L.R.B. election which PUk won 404-25. 

".vhile the mine was on strike I was on WPA, and was working 
there when I got a letter to come back to work. However I had the flu v 
at^/ 4 aKio +r\ ern wn-j-lr. Afi jftrton aft I was able T Went to }!tne \ 

04 V U w *1. *»w • ' • — — — - - t 

3 but Jfr. Falcetti said that there wasn't any job for me. I tried again ^ 
to get ray job back two or three weeks later but iir. Fhlcetti told me i 

' nothing doing' - and I have never been back since, ' 
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Re; JOi^' L. LEWIS, ET AL. 


. WTTH "I'm a Progressive and like it because it is a 

mMHHHHH. rank and file organization and 1 don’t like a oicxa'tor 

like John L. liewis. 

"I have had the above statement consisting of 1^ pages read to 
me by Agent Mjll^ The same is true and correct. 



special Agents, 
Springfield, 111." 
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RE: JOBII L. L=:..'IS, ETAL. 


nterview with 




Springfield) 
cial Agents 


was cooperative and might" nake a~ good witness as to the dismissal 
leged spies inasmuch as he was a trial board member at that time, 
as a witness i s limited, h owever, since he never returned to lEine 


l^y 12, 1937. 
following signe 



His scope 
B after 


denied any criminal record. 
Ttatem^t, 


He furnished the 


••Springfield, HI. 
September 9, 1943- 


tarilv 




' Springfie^^I^^do voluj^ 

rive the f ollowine statement to Special 

[of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats or 
promises oi any kind have been made to cause me to make this statement. 


•'I was born ini 
working in the mines in 
(iorkers of America in 
until 1932 the U.LMn.AT^ 


ana join 

began out at Eine B about 
>t along alright with the Mine B 


I first started 
he U nited Kine 

From that date 
Icials. 



"As I understand it the U.ii.W.A. split up in 1932 because the 
second referendum vote on the wage scale was stolen and JOHN L. LETAIS came in 
and signed a contract ar^ay. I attended a meeting at Reservoir Park at 
Gillespie and was on the way to ftest Frankfort when we were turned back by the 
Sheriff. After the Progressives was formed I joined up along with all of the 
other men at Kine B. I liked the new Progressives better. It was a cleaner cu 
organization, altogether. I was in favor of its officers and democratic 
policies. Between 1932 and 1937 the Progressives get along just fine until 
some paid ••bugs" came in to cause trouble. 


"The trouble in 1937 started because the Progressives kicked out some 
men for trying to organize for -U.l'.V.A. The ones that I recall being sus- 
pended were: CHARLES BOHAKNAN, a::dI«W SCHRELEVIOUS, OSOEGE JACA'..AY and one 

other that IbeHev^wasPETE CARTER. I was on the Trial Boar^a^-he time 
along with and a man whose first name wasH^H|Hf The men 

mentioned abov^^^^^tnat they wouldn't be tried ty us but woulcrte tried only 
at U.M.h.A, hall. These men had been going around in the mine trying to get 
the miners to join U.M.W.A. The local then suspended these men for 99 years. 
l£r. ELS HOFF was asked to and the men went 

ELSHQFF to fire the suspende^rTTAA^mG^^^^^^^^^^^cause of the strike. I 
have no knov.'ledge of ar^ short loads ©n the day of the strike. The strike 
occurred about 2:30 p.rc. on liay 12, 1937. 


42 - 


c 


RE; JOHTJ L. LF-IS, ETAL. 



[continue 


lev/ with "I don't recall ever signing ary P.li.A, petitions after 

the strike. I remember getting word at P.lf.A. head- 
quarters that the mine was going to open. When we got 
out to liine B that morning OSCAR FALCETTI said that he 
wanted only U.L'.'A'.A. men. There was a small group of U.t.W.A. men there who 
went down into the mine. I remember 'Bov/ling Green' {CHARLES BOHANIJAK) PETE 
CARTER, TO;C FLCTCH, FR^RJK AUSTIN, AI'IDHE*.' SCHRELEVIOUS, DOLINIC PASQUALE, JOHN / 
(COTTOi:) ANANIAS, JOIE': SIaTO'JT, & BILL SIRTOUT, GEORGE and EHAK JACA.'.AY, 4 
J.miS KALE. These men were all U.K.W.A, organizers who had been causing troubl 
at line B. Starting that evening about 300 F.II.A. men started picketing at j 
the mine. I was at the mine day & night for almost two months. Since we were' 
run off the Pine B property by the injunction I have never been back since. I 


"I remember voting in the first N.L.R.B. election which the 
Progressives won by a large majority. 


"I got a letter to go back to work in Nov. 


1939 but I 



"I also remember the second N.L.R.B. election, but couldn't vote 
because only those who were working could vote. The U.P.VAA. won that 
election. 


"Since liay of 1937 no one has ever been to see me to get me to sign 
up with U.LNV..A. or to sign a petition shewing that I favored U.L.'u.A. I 
never saw anj^onc get beat up out at line B because I never went back after it 


opeiiCd Up 

I CTmGF.i BAUI!GA 




WliU <1 guuu U-L JilJJJL? WcaD 


with a pick handle because he wouldn't join U.K.W.A. 
eold me about this. 




"If I had a free and voluntary choice of unions I would chose P.K.A. 


,VI have had the above statement consisting of throe and one-fourth 


(3^) pages read to mo by Aigent 
hereby sign ny nnme. 


The same is true 4 correct and I do 


V, '111.1. 



(signed) 

jjj^ial Agent, F.3.I. 

Special Agent, F.B.I." 



Re.* JCffif L. LTIS, ET ii. 




Illinois, was intcrvunro 

10. TQ/T. Wv Snr»f> i l"ents 

-J 


Springfield, 
ice on Seg^mb^ 
^^^fand 

^peris and understands ilngiisn^^^^? 
express iiuisexi coiierently. Kg docs not read ■ but is able 

to en^^age In question and ansr.'cr conversation, never 

boon arre^edfor a crinc. If necessary, he ifil^^es^fy , It is noted 
that stated he has not been naturalized and is not a ci tizen 

of th^^co^^^y, Tlie follovring signed statei.ient was furnished by ^ 


''September 12, 1943 


Snrl nrfi 

— 4-- o J 


Til. 


»'I , make the follovTing voluntary statement 

to whom 1 knon to be Special 

, 4 ;ci^^o^ih£^Todcro^BureaT^^^WGstigation, of my OTi'm free 
Tri.ll, vjith no threats or promises made to me, 

'■I am living at Springfield. Illinois 

and am Trorkln g at I wa s bom 

T came to the United States in rcturnG 

and came back to this countr;^ porman entl; 
ivor becffi naturalized. I joined the U.M,'’. in 
In 1932, I joined the P.ll.h, I was not rrorking a; 
ari a member of the P.K.4, no\7. 




"I began Vr'orking at pine B in 1934. fs far as I was concerned, 

I T-'as entirely satisfied irith the , and conditions at the mine 

seemed to be pretty good, before the strike in Kay, 1937, I heard 
thsl th‘.:ro yrci'o soi.'ic nen in the nine 'tnyin^^ to the ninors to sign 
petitions and cards for the U.U.' One was an Italian, nor? dead, 
whose name I can’t ronember, I don't knorr who the others were, but 
no one approached me on it. 

"I think that the company really caused the strike in liay of 
1937. I went out to ivork one norninn, and ttcs changing clothes in 
the wash house- before going dcain into the nine, when Dominic Pasquale, 
/Jidy Schrclcvious, George Jaca>7ay and Ito^y Plotch tried to stop fto 
frftri poing do^si, ThCj’’ told r.ie that I Hue B vrouldn't pay the ’wages the 
other nines were paying, that the nine wouldn't paj' the back pay of 
the nen to Ipril 1. Dominic Pasqualc told me to sit down - I told 
him no, that l -wanted to -iTork, and Tvent denrm into the mine, Tho 
next day, the officers asked the i.;ancgenent to fire these men, 

and the management refused, Tlic racn then quit xrork about two o'clock, 
because they didn't vfrnt to xrork Tfith the U,!i,' V men. The company had 
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ership of the P.Il.j-* 
the tJ-H*";-'. could. 


refused to pay the back pay to April 1, Tiiich was pro- 

■f'rw 4-K^ o+i^nb-r: TViri a1 a f\f 

L -pCJf JrLJ it 4'tSitaVAi j. WA k«4AV' *-» V* » *1,*W 

P.U.J.. acted only with the authority of a rcforendui 
vote of the tacnibers, and the nombers had faith in the lead- 
officers, and knew they could get as good a wage acalo as 


'•A short time after the strike started, I signed a petition for 
the P.i:.A. The purpose was to find out hen; mary non were in favor of the 
P. to aho ',1 to Elshoff, and perhaps to send to rashington. I signed 
this petition because I Tvanted to, and no one made no sign it. I heard 
that a U.lh^A local was begun in tho sunmor of 1937, because I hoard of some nen 
who had been asked to Join it. No one asked ne to Join* 


HT.-, ■TnTT rtf TQ'IO 

a. A- y ^ r j 


nri + T rvi S n +Vtr riSiTV^’r +hr* Ml 

- 




was going to open up. I went out to the nine the day it was to open, but 
■>;hcn wo got thtjre, Falcotti canc out to talk to us, Hq said th?^t no one 
could go dovm into the nine unless lie belonged to the U.il.’-, Ho said this 
next to the shaft, ^;hero no were waiting to go dovm, I had heard fro® 
sene of tho men that Bishoff had signed a contract with the U.!!.’"., but j 
didn’t knov; anything more abotit it. The first day about ten or twelve 
non v;ent dor.n, all U.H.'J. sinipathiscrs, I don’t knar udio they were. Oa 
the second day, no one went dmm, The nanagenent %TOuldn’t let any P.IJ. A. 
non go do’.m. Falcotti didn’t sho\f up at the tipple that day. Later that 
day, I saw Falcotti in the office ^rith Plotch, Schrelcvious, lirtout. Carter, 
i.ustin, Bohannon, Halo tho Jacawaji's, ;iLbanusc, and Pasqualc. They ware in 
tho office for two or throe hours, and didn’t try to go do\m into the nine. 
:J'tor the U.n.'.. non left the mine, and want hone, the P.li.-’ . sion began to 
picket the nine. I '.AJnt on the picket lino to protect nysolf, and isy Job, 
because I wanted to. Ho one nadc rao, I didn’t see ar^'' non on the picket 
Ixnc iTho weren't ‘tine B non. 


”In Dcccnbar of 1937, I voted for P.U.A* at the election be- 
cause I wanted that union, I went of ;jy oiwi accord, and voted the way I 

wanted to. No one told ne how to vote, !lo one contacted me about Join- 

ing the U.!!.’ , before going eack to work in November 1939. 

”In Novenber of 1939, I got a notice by nail that tho olnu was 
going to open up, Ijy name was put on the waiting list until ny room was 
ready, and I went back to work at >rine B about a month later. 

”ln the sumn;r of 1940, Bohannon and Joe ^‘Ibaneso came to ny 
house one day and asked ne f^iy I didn't sign up rdth tho U.Ji,’ . so the 
U.r.". could got the contract with Mine B, Ihcy didn’t threaten ne, and 
I told then I didn't want to Join up with U.M.',:. Cn the before Labor 
Day, 1940, Bohannon and i3lrtout canc to ny, house again. I wasn’t home, 

but they told wife that she should get me to Join the or got 

out of tho nino. They cursed lae to my \^ifo and said ’Got him out of 2£ino 
B or we'll get rid of him,* 
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’<In January of 1941, | 


fcane into wy 

room several tames to get ne to Sign up "With 
He said I couldn't T.’ork at the mine if I didn't sign up. 
One time he shook his fist in my face and told me not 
to get smart, vhen I refused to join. He told me that if the men didn't 


si:^ up nth U.Ii.Tlby Jan. 17, 1941, none of the p 
after that. A day or tro later, at quitting time, 
n;r room, but didn't do anything. 


men could T^rk 

follcred me from 


"On January 25, 1941, I ''ent to rork, and, rtiile changing clothes 
in the vash house, I heard men screaming in the next roon, I finished ^ 
changing 115 ^ clothes, picked up iiiy bucket, and started out of the \ | C* 

house. Dill Sirtout ras changing clothes ne:-:t to me, and, as I tried \\ ^ 

to Talk past him, he threr ne to the floor. Another nan, rho I didn't r»-> l 
cognise, hit me on the head. I got a cut on ny nose, and another one ab<^ 
my eye. ^ 


"I quit the riiine that d^'", and didn't go' back around the nine. 

inp. nr thf? \mions* slnce that timej 




lidu OJi^ 


^ T^+Vk 4"VkC 

UVitJV&VV ■ ■ 


except for voting in the election of February 1941. At that election I 
voted for ’’.li.A., beca'ase I ranted that union- Before I left the mine, on 


several occasions, 
ny heels, as if tr;,ang' 


viiile Talking behind ne, Would step on 
a fight. 


"After I left the mine, I svore out a complaint against Bill 
Sirtout, but the case ras dismissed Tlthout isy knorledge. I rent to^^ 
the States' Attorney office, and he asked me if I had any proof, 
|S 8 |||^||||||||||||||||h|^^ and a couple of others t Qre there. The 

* t have any evidence, anc’- offered us a 
drink, 1 refused to take it. I had been called, and did testify before 
the Grand Jury, but nothing ever came of it. The day I t as beat ^p, the 
sheriff and his deputies T'ere at lUne 3, but did nothing to stop the 
trouble. It seemed to me that the ncn led the sheriff and his 

men a''' ay, so they Touldn't see anything that ras going on. 


"I have had the foregoing, consisting of slightly more that 
5 pages, read to ne, and state that it is the truth to the best of my 
knowledge. 

/S/ 



T.itnOSSGS ; 

/S/ 



i>p(5Cia.I AgOTTt , F* B ■ I . 
Soringfiold. Til.'' 
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